Business Agenda

2005 Southwest District Convention

April 15-16, 2005 ( Norman, Oklahoma

Opening Joint Session

April 15, 2005

I. Opening pep rally performed by University of Oklahoma Pep Band.

II. The SWD Convention was called to order by District Presidents Chris Foster, TBS, and Dusty Brown, KKY, at 6:43 p.m.

III. Introductions of Dignitaries 

a. KKY Southwest District Council

i. Dusty Brown, Delta Sigma, President

ii. Will Moses, Theta Nu, Vice President

iii. Chris Stout, Gamma Phi, Secretary-Treasurer

iv. David Martinez, Epsilon Kappa, Member-at-Large

v. Clinton Wieden, Alpha, Member-at-Large

vi. Danny George, Governor

vii. Brian Britt, Governor

b. TBS Southwest District Council

i. Chris Foster, Tau, President

ii. Nicole Burdick, Delta Eta, Vice President for Coloniz. & Members.

iii. Alma Arellano, Delta Eta, Vice President for Special Projects

iv. Stephanie Salazar, Delta Eta, Secretary-Treasurer

v. Chris Gordon, Counselor

c. TBS National Dignitaires

i. Kimbi Sigle, National VP for Special Projects

ii. Dollie McDonald, National VP for Communication & Recognition

iii. Alan Harriett, Board of Trustees

iv. Wendy McCann, MWD Counselor

d. KKY National Dignitaries

i. Mike Osborn, National President

ii. Michele Kincheloe, National VP for Programs

iii. Derrick Mills, National VP for Student Affairs

e. Joint NAA Board of Directors Member from SWD 

i. Amanda Grace, Theta Theta-TBS, NAA Board Secretary 

f. SWDAA Board

i. Courtney Ratliff, Epsilon Kappa-KKY, President

ii. Jason Kellison, Delta Sigma-KKY, Vice President for Membership

iii. Amanda Beatty, Psi-TBS, Vice President for Projects

iv. Rachel Harmon, Theta Tau-TBS, Secretary-Treasurer

g. National Headquarters Staff

i. Lt. Col. Alan Bonner, National Executive Director

ii. Dixie Mosier-Greene, National Headquarters Administrator

iii. Diana Spiva, National Accountant

iv. Carolyn Steckel, National Membership Services Coordinator

v. Marcus Brown, National Publications Manager

vi. Adam Cantley, KKY National Chapter Field Representative

IV. Recognition of Life Members in Attendance

V. Recognition of Graduating Seniors 

VI. Announcements from SWDAA by Jason Kellison, SWDAA Vice President 

VII. Joint District Presidents’ Report given by Chris Foster & Dusty Brown (Appendix A)
VIII. Announcements from the Host Chapters by Beth Antognini, Delta-TBS, and Brian Porter, Delta-KKY

IX. Recess to Separate Sessions @ 7:00pm

Opening Separate Session

April 15, 2005

I. SWD Convnetion called to order by District President Chris Foster @ 7:16pm

II. Seating of the Delegates (Chris F) (Appendix B)
a. Unassigned Proxy Seating for 2006 will begin with Iota Beta

III. President Foster appoints Amanda Dickson, Gamma Nu, District Convention Parliamentarian

IV. Keynote Address written by Tiffany Jones, Theta Tau president, is read by Rachel Harmon, Past SWD President, Theta Tau. (Appendix C)
V. Reading of the Standing Rules by Parliamentarian Amanda Dickson (Appendix D)
a. Delta moves to accept

b. Alpha Omicron 2nds

c. No Discussion

d. Motion Passes

VI. Reading of the Minutes 

a. Gamma Tau moves to suspend the reading of the minutes

b. Delta Tau 2nds

c. No Discussion

d. Motion passes

e. Alpha Upsilon moves to accept the minutes

f. Eta Epsilon 2nds

g. No Discussion

h. Motion Passes

VII. Passing of ROaR Bucket to raise money for the National CFR fund. 

VIII. Report of the District Secretary-Treasurer by Stephanie Salazar, Delta Eta (Appendix E)
IX. Announcement of Candidates for District Office

a. Russell Page- Gamma Xi- President

b. Erika Pope- Theta Theta- VPCM

c. Michele Rogan- Gamma Nu- VPCM

d. Holly Myers- Gamma Nu- VPSP

e. Julia Rangel- Delta Eta- Secretary/ Treasurer

f. Stephanie Salazar- Delta Eta- President

g. Nicole Burdick- Delta Eta- President

X. Announcement of Candidates for Convention Site 

a. Alpha- OSU

b. Beta- Texas Tech

c. Beta Omicron- Texas Southern

d. Eta Pi- Northwestern State

XI. Announcement of Candidates for New ALTO 

a. Gamma Nu- UTA

XII. Discussion of Educational Workshops by President Foster

XIII. Assigning of Committees by President Foster (Appendix F)
XIV. District Council Announcements:

a. Ritual- 18 initiates from 3 chatpers, 2- honorary Candidates

XV. Announcements from the Host Chapters by Beth Antognini, Delta.

a. Display area

b. Banquet

c. Museum

d. Group Picture

e. Name Tags 

XVI. Introduction of National Dignitaries and Midwest District Representatives by President Foster 

XVII. Announcements from the SWDAA made by Amanda Beatty, VP for Programs.

XVIII. National Officer Candidates announced (Chris)

XIX. Recess to Committee meetings @ 8:37 pm

Second Joint Session

April 16, 2005 

I. Second Joint Session called to order by District Presidents Foster & Brown @ 9:17 am

II. Presentation of Bids for New ALTO facilitated by Joint Publications Committee

a. University of Texas-Arlington 

b. Eastern New Mexico University

c. Q&A 

III. Presentation of Bids for District Convention facilitated by Joint Convention Site Committee

a. Texas Tech University 

b. Northwestern State University 

c. Texas Southern University 

d. Oklahoma State University

e. Q & A 

IV. Recognition of 2005 Area Workshop Hosts

a. W. Texas/New Mexico – Eastern New Mexico University (KKY Beta Lambda)

b. South Texas – University of Houston (Beta Sigma & Tau)

c. North Texas – Texas Christian University (Gamma Sigma & Beta Delta)

d. Oklahoma – Oklahoma Baptist University (KKY Epsilon Zeta)

e. Louisiana – McNeese State University (Iota Upsilon & Theta Tau)

f. Arkansas – University of Central Arkansas (Epsilon Beta & Gamma Tau)

V. Announcement of Area Workshop Hosts for 2006  (Appendix G)
a. Arkansas – Arkansas Tech University (Delta Delta & Beta Nu)

b. Louisiana – Louisiana State University (KKY Beta Gamma)

c. Oklahoma – Southwestern Oklahoma St.  (Epsilon Epsilon & Gamma Phi)

d. North Texas – Baylor University (Beta Alpha & Iota)

e. South Texas – Lamar University (Gamma Zeta & Alpha Upsilon)

f. W. Texas/New Mexico – Angelo State Univ.  (Epsilon Kappa & Delta Tau)
VI. Announcement of Chapter Presidents’ Retreat & District Day, June 17-18.

VII. Recess to Separate Session @ 10:17 am

Second Separate Session

April 16, 2005 

I. Call to order (Chris) @ 10:27 a.m.

II. Seating of Late Delegates by President Foster

II. Introduction of Women in Music Speaker by National VPSP, Kimbi Sigle

III. Women in Music Speaker, Dr. Nancy Berry, professor, University of Oklahoma—

a. “In today’s society, culture, in education, and in our lives, why music?”

IV. Report of the Credentials Committee given by President Foster & Counselor Gordon (Appendix H)
a. Theta Beta Moves to accept Report

b. Beta 2nd
c. No Discussion

d. Motion passes

V. Report of the District Vice President for Colonization & Membership given by Nicole Burdick, Delta Eta (Appendix I) 

VI. Report of the District Vice President for Special Projects by Alma Arellano, Delta Eta, given by Counselor Chris Gordon (Appendix J)
VII. The Report of the Commiteee on History & Traditions was given by Tiffany Wallace, Eta Epsilon. (Appendix K)
a. Eta Epsilon moves to accept Report

b. Delta Pi 2nd
c. No Discussion

d. Motion Passes

VIII. Straw Vote for Beta & Sigma Turtle Awards facilitated by Spirits & Sisterhood Committee

IX. The Midwest District representatives, President Megan Pinke, Vice President Leslie Twite, Past Vice President Jonathan Nevins, and Counselor Wendy McCann, addressed the delegation on their experiences and education learned at the SWD Convention.

X. The Report of the Colonization & Membership Committee was given by Sonoma Williams, Beta Omicron. (Appendix L)
a. Beta Omicron moves to accept Report

b. Gamma Phi 2nd
c. No Discussion

d. Motion passes

XI. Candidates for District Council/ New ALTO/Convention were allowed to pass out Materials.

XII.    Announcements from Host Chapters made by Meaghan Evans, Delta.

XIII.   Recess to Group Photo & Lunch @ 11:58 am
Final Joint Session

April 16, 2005

I. Final Joint Session called to order by Presidents Foster & Brown @ 3:40 pm

II. The Report of the Joint Action Committee on Music Education was given by Diana Alfaro, Tau-TBS and Mark Mason, Alpha Omicron-KKY. (Appendix M)
a. Tau-TBS moves to accept

b. Alpha Omicron-KKY 2nd
c. Motion Passes

III. The Report of the Joint Committee on Publications was given by Erin Juneau, Eta Pi-TBS and Adam McFarlin, Theta Phi-KKY (Appendix N) 

a. Delta Sigma and Gamma Nu Slated

b. Theta Iota-KKY moves to accept Report

c. Alpha-TBA 2nd
d. No Discussion

e. Motion passes

f. No additional nominations from the floor

g. Epsilon Psi-TBS moves to accept by acclamation the slated chapters

h. Gamma Zeta-KKY 2nd

i. No Discussion

j. Motion passes

IV. The Report of the Joint Committee on Convention Site was given by Beth Antognini, Delta-TBS and Brian Porter, Delta-KKY. (Appendix O)
a. Alpha and Alpha slated

b. Delta-TBS moves to accept report

c. Delta-KKY seconds

d. No discussion

e. Motion passes

f. Nominations from the Floor

i. Texas Tech University

ii. Northwestern State Universisty

iii. Texas Southern University

g. Floor closed for nominations

h. Caucus & Vote

i. Runoff election held between Texas Tech and Oklahoma State University

j. Vote was split: KKY decided on one place and TBS on another.  Governors and Counselor shall break tie by giving convention hosts questionnaires due by May 1st. Results will be given at District Day.

V. Adjourn ‘Joint’ Convention and proceed to Separate Session 4:46pm
a. Motion (Delta-KKY)

b. Second (Delta-TBS)

c. Motion Passes

Final Separate Session

April 16, 2005

I. Final Separate Session called to order by Vice President Burdick @ 5:00 pm

II. Report of the District Counselor was given by Chris Gordeon, Psi. (Appendix P )
III. Announcements from the National Council given by National VPSP Kimbi Sigle and National VPCR Dollie McDonald.

a. National Intercollegiate Band

b. Committees/TEAMS at National Convention

c. Diva Jazz Orchestra from NYC

d. Tbsigma.org website

e. Scholarships and deadlines

f. National Council Candidates

g. Delegate Forms

h. Proxy Forms

i. Finances

j. Student Chats

k. ROR program

l. Archives

IV. The Report of the Spirit and Sisterhood Committee was given by Jamie Mudra, Beta and Kristen Murda, Beta Gamma (Appendix Q)
a. Beta Gamma moves to accept report

b. Beta 2nd
c. No Discussion

d. Motion Passes

V. A Meet the National Officer Candidates Session was facilitated by President Foster.

VI. The Report of the Jurisdiction & Finance Committee was given by Secretary-Treasurer Stephanie Salazar, Delta Eta.  (Appendix R)
a. All motion passed.  See Appendix for changes.

VII. Report of the District President was given by Chris Foster, Tau. (Appendix S)
VIII. The Report of the Nominations Committee was given by Katie Terrell, Gamma Tau.

a. Gamma Tau moves to accept report

b. Alpha Upsilon 2nd
c. No Discussion

d. Motion passes

e. Delta moves for a 2 minute speech and 1 minute discussion

f. Xi 2nd
g. No Discussion

h. Motion passes

IX. Election of District President

a. Nicole Burdick, Delta Eta is slated.

b. Gamma Xi nominates Russell Page, Gamma Xi

c. Candidate speeches & Q&A

d. Delta Eta moves for a 3 minute caucus

e. No 2nd
f. Motion Fails

g. Delta Phi moves for a 2 minute caucus

h. Beta 2nd
i. Motion passes

j. Caucus & Vote.

k. District President will be Nicole Burdick

X. Chapter Leadership Award Finalists from SWD were recognized:

a. Delta, University of Oklahoma

b. Psi, University of Arkansas

c. Theta Theta, Henderson State University

XI. Election of Vice President for Colonization & Membership

a. Russell Page, Gamma Xi, is slated

b. Theta Theta nominates Erika Pope, Theta Theta

c. Gamma Nu nominates Michele Rogan, Gamma Nu

d. Beta Omicron nominates LaTasha King, Beta Omicron

e. Nominations Committee & Parliamentarian meet to consider Sister King’s eligibility

f. Due to not have a letter of recommendation from chapter sponsor, Sister King is ineligible

g. Speeches & Q&A

h. Caucus & vote

i. District VPCM will be Erika Pope

XII. Awards recognitions were conferred:

a. Recognition for Early Bird Awards

i. Alpha - Oklahoma State

ii. Beta Omicron - Texas Southern

iii. Gamma Nu - Texas-Arlington

iv. Gamma Tau - Central Arkansas

v. Delta Eta - Texas A&M-Kingsville

vi. Eta Epsilon - Texas State-San Marcos

vii. Theta Beta - Ouachita Baptist

b. First Responders Awards (Convention forms) 

i. Gold-Beta Zeta

ii. Silver-Iota Beta

iii. Bronze-Theta Beta

c. Outstanding Website Awards

i. Psi

ii. Beta

iii. Gamma Tau

XIII. Election of Vice President for Special Projects

a. Slated is Holly Myers, Gamma Nu

b. Gamma Xi nominates Russell Page, Gamma Xi

c. Speeches & Q&A

d. Alpha moved for a 2-minute caucus,

e. Xi 2nd
f. Motion Passes

g. Caucus & Vote

h. New VPSP will be Holly Myers

XIV. Participation Awards given out by Nicole Burdick

XV. Banquet announcement made by host chapter

XVI. National VPCR Dollie McDonald gave out Academic Awards

XVII. Colony Delegate reads message from Epsilon Eta Colony

XVIII. District Cheer was done

XIX. A discussion was held on why some candidates were considered ineligible for office considering they had already graduated, facilitated by National VPSP Kimbi Sigle, Nominations Committee advisor.

XX. Election of Secretary-Treasurer

a. There is no slated candidate.

b. Gamma Nu nominates Michele Rogan, Gamma Nu

c. Gamma Xi nominates Russell Page, Gamma Xi

d. Q&A

e. Xi moves for a 2-minute caucus

f. Zeta Phi 2nd
g. No Discussion

h. Motion passes

i. Caucus & Vote

j. Secretary-Treasurer will be Michele Rogan

XXI. Adjourn TBS convention and proceed to banquet. 

a. Delta moves to close

b. Gamma Phi 2nd
c. No Discussion

d. Motion Passes

XXII. Convention adjourned by President Foster at 7:42 pm.

Convention Banquet

April 16, 2005

I. Banquet Session called to order by Presidents Foster & Brown at 9:14 pm.

II. Announcements by Courtney Ratliff. SWDAA President

a. SWDAA Council for 2005-06

i. President Courtney Ratliff, Epsilon Kappa-KKY

ii. Vice President for Membership Jeremy Taylor, Lambda-KKY

iii. Vice President for Programs, Rachel Harmon, Theta Tau-TBS

iv. Secretary-Treasurer Erin Henderson,

b. Active Dues Raffle Winners

i. TBS- Sarah Nicks; Zeta Phi

ii. KKY- Terrence ? (NA)

III. National Council Presentations made by Derrick Mills, KKY National VP for Programs, Dollie McDonald, National VPCR, Kimbi Sigle, National VPSP, and Mike Osborn, KKY National President.

a. Service Certificate:  TBS- Delta Alpha

b. 2004-2005 District Officer Recognitions

i. Tau Beta Sigma

1. District President Chris Foster, Tau 

2. VPCM Nicole Burdick, Delta Eta

3. VPSP Alma Arellano, Delta Eta

4. Secretary-Treasurer Stephanie Salazar, Delta Eta

ii. Kappa Kappa Psi

1. District President Dusty Brown, Delta Sigma

2. Vice President Will Moses, Theta Nu

3. Secretary-Treasurer Chris Stout, Gamma Phi

4. Member-at-Large David Martinez, Epsilon Kappa

5. Member-at-Large Clinton Wieden, Alpha

c. Host Chapter Award- Deta and Delta

IV. District Awards (Appendix T)
V. Installation of 2005-2006 TBS District Officers by President Foster

c. President:  Nicole Burdick, Delta Eta

d. VPCM:  Erika Pope, Theta Theta

e. VPSP:  Holly Myers, Gamma Nu

f. Secretary/ Treasurer:  Michele Rogan, Gamma Nu

VI. Installation of 2005-2006 KKY District Officers by President Brown

i. President:  Clinton Weiden, Alpha

ii. Vice-President:  Kevin Wolfe, Delta

iii. Secretary/ Treasurer:  Matt Baggerly, Delta Sigma

iv. Member at Large:  Adam McFarlin, Theta Phi

v. Member at Large:  Holly Tetreault, Alpha

VII. Banquet and Convention Adjourned at 10:10pm

Appendix A

Joint President’s Report
Dear Brothers & Sisters,

To start, we would like to thank you all for an outstanding biennium.  While we feel blessed to have been given the opportunity to be a leader among leaders, few words can say how fortunate we feel that it is the Southwest District we are privileged to serve.

This time last year, we stood before you and reported on the state of our district and encouraged you to make a special effort to get to know the opposite organization.  This way we can grow and improve as a joint organization.  We can report to you now that you have done an outstanding job and say thank you for your efforts.  Every time we are being forged between chapters and across our two organizations.  These efforts will do nothing except improve our service and the great experience that we have in our two groups.

Take the time to look around the room.  This year, we are amazed at the sheer mass of people who have taken the time to participate in this convention.  Officially, Rocklahoma is now the largest convention out of the six districts.  In fact, this convention has more attendees than any of the recent National Conventions, by at least 200 people!

This summer is our next National Convention.  Every two years, the active members of the Fraternity and Sorority have the unique opportunity to meet and decide the future of their organizations.  We encourage each and every chapter to make arrangements for at least one member to make the journey to Lexington to represent your chapter and district.  In 2003, we had a formidable group of Brothers and Sisters representing the Southwest in Norfolk, but it was a small group.  Too small.  This weekend, take the time to meet your neighbors in the district.  If we combine our efforts and travel together, we can reduce our travel costs and get a huge number of Brothers & Sisters to represent the SWD.

To end our report, we want to reiterate our belief that there is no greater force than the combined efforts of Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma.  At the last national convention, we heard our two National Presidents report on the state of our bond.  Here is an excerpt from the report of National Presidents Kirk Randazzo and Sylvia Halbardier:

“We want to stand before you now and restate our commitment to one another. As an organization, Kappa Kappa Psi is committed to Tau Beta Sigma; as an organization Tau Beta Sigma is committed to Kappa Kappa Psi. Together we are committed to college and university bands! It is our peaceful partnership that allows us to remain individual organizations but come together to serve a wonderful purpose: the promotion and support of bands. We hope that you all will join with us…in this endeavor.”

We believe in this ideal and charge each of you to aspire to the best efforts, together, to serve our college bands.

Strive for the Highest!  



Tau Beta Sigma for Greater Bands!

Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.jpg]Gl fort,




Dusty Brown





Chris Foster

Southwest District President 2003-2005

Southwest District President 2003-05

Kappa Kappa Psi




Tau Beta Sigma

Appendix B

Delegates & Proxies
	
	
	
	

	Chapter
	DELEGATE
	PROXY (if applicable)
	

	School
	Printed Name
	Printed Name
	Chapter

	Alpha
	Kimberly McKinley
	 
	 

	Oklahoma State
	 
	 
	 

	Beta
	Jamie Mudra
	 
	 

	Texas Tech
	 
	 
	 

	Delta
	Althea Peterson
	 
	 

	Oklahoma
	 
	 
	 

	Iota
	Lee Ann Kincaid
	Holly Cook
	

	Baylor
	 
	 
	

	Kappa
	 
	Randy Kitchens
	

	Texas-El Paso
	 
	 
	

	Xi
	 
	Julie Darling
	

	West Texas A&M
	 
	 
	

	Tau
	Diana Alfaro
	Latasha King
	

	Houston 
	 
	 
	

	Psi
	Kira Hutches
	 
	 

	Arkansas
	 
	 
	 

	Alpha Omicron
	 
	Candace Jordan
	

	Sam Houston State
	 
	 
	

	Alpha Upsilon
	 
	Elizabeth Hall
	

	Lamar
	 
	 
	

	Beta Gamma
	Kristen Mudra
	 
	 

	Texas
	 
	 
	 

	Beta Delta
	Julie Robenstein
	 
	 

	Texas Christian
	 
	 
	 

	Beta Zeta
	Marie Rozell
	 
	 

	Stephen F. Austin State
	 
	 
	 

	Beta Nu
	Kim Endel
	 
	 

	Arkansas Tech
	 
	 
	 

	Beta Omicron
	Sonoma Williams
	 
	 

	Texas Southern 
	 
	 
	 

	Gamma Nu
	Tamara Hawes
	Iris Vasquez
	

	Texas-Arlington
	 
	 
	

	Gamma Xi
	Amanda Riley
	 
	 

	Arkansas State
	 
	 
	 

	Gamma Tau
	Katie Terrell
	 
	 

	Central Arkansas
	 
	 
	 

	Gamma Phi
	Kyle Stewart
	 
	 

	SW Oklahoma State
	 
	 
	 

	Gamma Omicron
	 
	Lacey Mauk
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	Delta Alpha
	Tara Robinson
	 
	 

	Langston
	 
	 
	 

	Delta Eta
	Dora Porras
	 
	 

	Texas A&M-Kingsville
	 
	 
	 

	Delta Pi
	Janee Adams
	 
	 

	Arkansas-Pine Bluff
	 
	 
	 

	Delta Sigma
	 
	Lee Ann Bryan
	

	Louisiana-Monroe
	 
	 
	

	Delta Tau
	Jenny Day
	 
	 

	Angelo State
	 
	 
	 

	Delta Upsilon 
	 
	Kelsey White
	

	Howard Payne
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	Kristi Kolpanen
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	Epsilon Beta
	Lara Logan
	Ashley Kralich
	

	Texas A&M-Commerce
	 
	 
	

	Epsilon Psi
	Tonya Compton
	 
	 

	Prairie View A&M
	 
	 
	 

	Zeta Mu
	 
	Jennifer Cobb
	

	Grambling State
	 
	 
	

	Zeta Phi
	Kelley Garner
	 
	 

	Louisiana Tech
	 
	 
	 

	Eta Epsilon
	Tiffany Wallace
	 
	 

	Texas State-San Marcos
	 
	 
	 

	Eta Nu
	Tiffany Wolf
	Shelby Seeker
	

	Tarleton State
	 
	 
	

	Eta Pi
	Ingrid Bray
	 
	 

	Northwestern State
	 
	 
	 

	Theta Beta
	 
	Natasha Maidens
	

	Ouachita Baptist
	 
	 
	

	Theta Theta
	Erika Pope
	 
	 

	Henderson State
	 
	 
	 

	Theta Tau
	Peggy Morrow
	 
	 

	McNeese State
	 
	 
	 

	Iota Beta
	Julie Parker
	Rebecca Kotrola
	

	East Texas Baptist
	 
	 
	

	Epsilon Eta Colony
	Sabrina Diamond
	 
	 

	Tyler Junior
	 
	 
	 

	Colony
	NOT REPRESENTED
	 
	 

	Paul Quinn
	 
	 
	 


Appendix C
Keynote Address

“The Journey of  a Silent Leader”

by Tiffany Jones, Theta Tau Chapter


When I was elected president, I thought to myself, “Wow, they put the ADHD girl in charge!”  I thought of so many projects that I wanted to do throughout the school year. For the first time in my life I was 100% on fire for Tau Beta Sigma.  I knew I was ready to take on anything that the chapter threw at me.  I had been silent and observed long enough to know that nobody’s perfect.  For three years my chapter, like some other chapters, go through the cycle of not retaining members in their chapter. I believe through the alertness of sisters’ actions and abilities, good communication and patience, a chapter can grow stronger.

 
 A small chapter has its benefits and its downfalls.  The good thing is that communication is always easy because there are only a few people to contact.  Planning for events in a timely manner and making sure each step is done correctly is almost impossible.  When things go wrong, the only thing you can do is start over or pick up the pieces and put them back together.  Many times a lack of communication causes problems – like people feeling left out or not valuable.  Each person in your chapter has opinions and is valuable.  Listen to everyone’s ideas.  In meetings, we are often looking for the most efficient use of time.  If someone has a better idea about something, don’t spend time talking about it in a meeting.  Wait until after the meeting or make use of the internet and post the idea on your listserv for the chapter to read and respond.  Bring it back to the table during discussion so that at the least, everyone can be familiar with the topic before a decision is made.  One person turned down is one too many.  As someone told me, as a sister you are each others’ cheerleaders.  Encourage the quiet ones to speak in their own way.  They might be a silent leader that was turned down because nobody takes the time to talk to them. 

Having a small chapter is a downfall because the same people do the same projects.  People get tired of doing the same things all the time.  Come up with creative ideas to keep things running smoothly, but don’t change the setup so much that people can’t adjust.  If post-membership education is boring, then find a way to make re-learning fun.  Make a crossword puzzle or a game out of our traditions to keep them alive.  A good tool for small chapters is former members.  The old members want to help their chapters.  Make use of them in a way that is positive.  Don’t always call the alumni and say, “Hey, Rachel, guess what happened again, I need your help”.  Maybe Rachel wants to come to a picnic, bowling half-nighter, or just hang out instead of fixing the chapter’s problems. Many times the illusion of having the “perfect chapter” isn’t good.  Everybody needs help, but if you don’t help yourselves, then the young members will not learn how to operate the chapter.  The same goes for honorary members and chapter sponsors.  Sponsors don’t like to be included only for bad news about a member becoming conditional or to borrow keys to open a room to meet in.  Sponsors should be included in any fun activities, balls, or special occasions that would show the perks in your chapter.  Let them guide you with their years of expertise in life; they do know a little bit of something about leadership also!


We all have sisters that allude to being the smart ones, right?  Well, let me tell you something…I have a borrowed acronym for that: CTC (cut the crap).  Nobody knows everything and nobody is perfect.  Anyone that makes people in the chapter feel stupid, I have a word for them: “Boo”.  Everyone deserves to be respected no matter how intelligent or silly.  If one of your sisters knows something that is of value to the chapter, then discreetly ask if they need help.  If they say no, simply explain how you may be of assistance.  Constantly having people cut you off in conversations or in meetings isn’t enjoyable for anyone.  Number one, it ruins the flow of a meeting. Second, it damages people’s self-esteem no matter the position or office.  To all those presidents – make use of your parliamentarian and have a system of reinforcement when someone is out of turn.  My chapter had a profanity pig that was usually used after someone was recognized for speaking out of turn. When a person speaks out of turn, have them put a penny, dime or nickel in the pig, and they will learn not to speak out of turn when they have no money left.  A chapter’s ability to run efficient meetings affects their patience and their acceptance of each other.  The benefit of getting along is important for more that just the members.  Outside band people are constantly 

looking at us as role models and if they see that the chapter doesn’t get along, why would they want to be 
part of something that is in shambles?  A good way to be supportive of each other is recognize birthdays, attend fellow Music major’s recitals, give roses and thorns once a month in meetings to let someone know what’s on your mind so that you can communicate about it later and not harbor bad feelings.  If a sister does things that make no sense, love them for who they are and tell them what they did to you hurts your feelings.  Maybe they don’t know they have foot-in-mouth syndrome.  Everybody needs a diagnosis of their deficiencies at some point in life, right?  No.  Tactfully using constructive criticism, to inform them what the problem is.  Why not from people that care?  I constantly get called out because I forget things. I have two planners for when I lose one and have to find the backup, I can remember what I have to do from day to day.  Also post a calendar of the chapter’s events on the board for the month to not only inform members, but also band people.  When band students pass by and see that you are having an ice cream or halo party, they’ll be surprised and you have done some instant recruiting.


Recruiting is a hard job that should be done all year round.  A common joke that I heard at one point in time was: A girl on a college campus asked what did the letters across a Sigma’s shirt mean.  “Well,” the Sigma replied, ”Tau Beta Sigma, the band Sorority.” Then the woman replied in puzzlement, “Really?  What were you banned for?” That joke always reminds me that not everybody knows who we are and what we do, or what a band is.  Most people either confuse us with Phi Beta Sigma or don’t know what we are saying. The best way to see what we’re all about is to get out there in the community.  Have your chapter hold a session so help Girl Scouts earn their music badge, sponsor Big Brothers and Big Sisters, work with the Children’s Miracle Network, help fundraise for instruments at local schools, or sell bears to support the funding for cancer research. Making a difference in the community as well as the music community raises the chances of having excited members on fire to make your chapter functional. 
In my reign as president of Theta Tau, I learned something about myself.  You must get to know all of your members so well, that you know how to talk to them and when it isn’t a good time to address issues with a person.  If you have a sensitive person, then refrain from taking aggressive and firm actions to them.  Make sure that they understand that you are listening and trying to understand their point of view.  You are not the barbaric fearless leader that is too intimidating to talk to.  For the smart members that are practically a walking dictionary or parliamentary procedure handbook, relay information in facts and discuss it in a logical way that isn’t degrading to their intelligence.  Finally, for the spacey members that never pay attention in meetings, and constantly use the word “huh?” when you call out their name because they have voted for, against, and abstained all at one time.  They just need love and understanding.



I love my chapter and am very honored they chose me as president, but my time to reign is closing and I wish all the new executive council luck.  I also wish all of your executive councils luck and hope that you help each other become better members of Tau Beta Sigma.
Appendix D

Tau Beta Sigma

SWD Convention Standing Rules
1. All business sessions shall begin promptly at the place and hour specified on the convention agenda.

2. All reports shall be typed in triplicate, double-spaced, on standard sized paper (8-1/2” X 11”).

3. Members desiring the floor shall rise, clearly state their name and chapter.  Any Tau Beta Sigma member attending may speak to or discuss the question on the floor, but only delegates and proxies are entitled to vote on the motion.

4. Reports of committees, which would change the Constitution or affect the district budget, must be reported to the Jurisdiction & Finance Committee chair for review before presentation to the floor.

5. Motions amending the Constitution from the floor should be submitted in writing, signed by the mover and seconder.

6. No member shall speak more than twice during the same session to the same question and no longer than 3 minutes at one time without the permission of the delegation.  The question of granting permission shall be decided by a two-thirds vote without debate.

7. Suspension of any standing rule would require a two-thirds vote without debate.
Appendix E

Report of the SWD Secretary/ Treasurer
To the sisters & brothers of the “Spicy Southwest,”


What up yo, and welcome to the second edition of the Chronicles of Stephanie.  This episode takes Stephanie through the tripped out labyrinth that is the office of SWD Secretary-Treasurer.  Having never held either one of these type of offices, I found myself wondering what I had gotten myself into; however, I never step down from a challenge and promised that I would do everything in my power to be the best Sec/Treas that I could be.  I began by fulfilling my initial duty of distributing the 2004 Convention minutes & newly revised Southwest District Constitution CD-ROM to everyone who was supposed to receive it.  Everything was sent out on time and I was happy to complete my first task without difficulty.   

Next on my list of things to do was Chapter President’s Retreat and District Day.  Both events went smoothly, with the exception of the erratic rainfall on District Day.  Many thanks to Delta Sigma & Gamma Nu for doing such a great job at both events.  

With summer gone and fall starting out, my next duty was to get the Fall Mailout printed, copied, and mailed out.  Everything was taken care of, and I apologize to Chris Foster for the neon paper; forgive me for not using pastels.  

Winter meeting was up next, and our fabulous stay at the Residence Inn in Norman. It was so nice to have the entire council stay in the same hotel suite.  It was tons of fun and made getting business done a breeze.  By the way Mom, $7 is way too much to pay for a log.  Together with the Kappa Kappa Psi council and the host chapters, we got a lot done that weekend.  (Side note: That free breakfast buffet rocked!)

With convention preparations on the move, the spring semester brought us to “Area Workshop Season.”  In the midst of all the workshops came the publication of the Spring Mailout, which had me copying, stapling, and sweating all week.  Luckily, everything went smoothly and everyone’s mailout was sent off in a timely fashion.  After that, I was fortunate enough to attend the Oklahoma Area Workshop in Shawnee, the West Texas/New Mexico Workshop in Portales, the North Texas Workshop in Ft. Worth, and the Arkansas Area Workshop in Conway.  I had a great time at each one and would like to thank the host chapters for doing such a great job.  I wish I could’ve made it to the South Texas Workshop in Houston, but as some of you know, I lost my grandfather that weekend and was unable to attend.  I would like to send a heartfelt “thank you” to everyone who signed my sympathy card.  You have no idea how incredible it feels to open up a ray of sunshine to brighten up the gloomiest of days.  If I didn’t love my brothers and sisters before, I adore each and every one of you now.  

This past year was full of surprises, and I feel lucky to have been on council this year.  With that said, let the recognitions begin.  Instead of saying “thank you,” I want to offer the same kind of recognition that we use at my home chapter.

Roses:

· To the 2004 delegation in Springdale for giving me the opportunity to serve the Southwest District again
· To the Kappa Kappa Psi Council for all the good times; you guys were very entertaining.
· To the brothers of the Epsilon Delta chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi for bestowing upon me the greatest honor of the fraternity: honorary membership.  You have no idea what it means to have my home chapter ask me to become honorary.
· To Dusty & Toni for letting us crash at their place so many times over the past year.
· To my travel buddies Nicole, Nero, Julia, Joe, Alma, & Chris for entertaining me while driving and for not caring that I slept so much.
· To my sisters and brother from the Delta Eta chapter for your never-ending support and enthusiasm. Even though this is my last year as an active member, I will always be around should you ever need me.  I love you guys and will miss spending hours upon hours with you guys discussing shopping, girls’ night out, movies, and the wonders of U-Band at Wendy’s.  P.S. Iris rocks the suspended cymbal!
· To my awesome boyfriend, Nero, for always supporting me, even if you didn’t always understand the reasons for my madness, and for napping with me in the Wal-Mart parking lot in Roswell.  You are the yin to my yang and I feel blessed to have found someone as dorky as myself to share my life with. 
· To Mom “Ginger,” for always being the guiding light of the council.  I love that I can call you about the most mundane things and you are always eager to share in the craziness that is my life.
· To Alma “Bennigans” Arellano for doing a great job as VPSP.  You work hard at everything you do, and I hope that you get all you want out of life.  
· To Nicole “Nancy” Burdick for truly outdoing yourself as VPCM.  You got on the ball from the very start and you maintained your balance throughout the year without fail.  I want to wish you all the luck in the world in grad school. I also want to let you know that throughout all the funkiness over the past year, you were the voice of reason that kept me sane.  You are a true friend, and I hope that we never lose touch.  
· To Chris “Triple B” Foster, the one person who can call me at any hour of the day and leave me a 10-minute message that will bring a smile to my face, no matter what kind of mood I might be in.  We have had two fantastic years together on council and you know that I am thankful that we got to share this experience together.  It’s almost impossible to explain to everyone what an impact you have had on my life, but I think I can sum it up in one sentence.  You are the embodiment of what every member of Tau Beta Sigma should strive to become.  You are an inspiration to so many and I am proud to have served on District Council with you.  Love ya Mouss.
· To all of you for making Tau Beta Sigma such a wonderful organization.  Keep up the good work!
So that concludes this episode of the Chronicles of Stephanie.  Tune in next time for a much better episode.  For now though, courage.  

Respectfully submitted in the bond,

Stephanie “Bug I. AKA Figi” Salazar

Delta Eta Chapter

TAMUK

Outgoing Secretary Treasurer
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Committee Assignments
	Committee on Colonization & Membership

  Chair:
Beta Omicron, Texas Southern
2. Beta Delta, Texas Christian
3. Gamma Phi, Southwestern Oklahoma St.

4. Delta Sigma, Louisiana-Monroe
Observing:  Epsilon Eta colony, Tyler Junior

Observing:  Colony, Paul Quinn
Advisors:  Nicole Burdick, SWD VPCM &

    Catherine Seaton, Past SWD President
	Joint Action Committee on Music Education
Chair:  Tau, Houston
2. Iota, Baylor 
3. Psi, Arkansas
4. Alpha Upsilon, Lamar
5. Delta Pi, Arkansas-Pine Bluff
6. Theta Theta, Henderson State
Advisors:  Amanda Beatty, SWDAA VPP

	Joint Committee on Convention Site
        Chair:
Beth Antognini, 2005 Conven. Coord.

1. Beta Zeta, Stephen F. Austin State

2. Gamma Xi, Arkansas State
3. Delta Alpha, Langston
4. Delta Eta, Texas A&M-Kingsville
5. Delta Upsilon, Howard Payne
6. Theta Tau, McNeese State
Advisors: Chris Gordon, SWD Counselor &

                 Dawn Farmer, Past WD President
	Committee on Nominations

      Chair:     Gamma Tau, Central Arkansas
2. Alpha, Oklahoma State
3. Alpha Omicron, Sam Houston State
4. Delta Tau, Angelo State

5. Epsilon Beta, Texas A&M-Commerce 

6. Zeta Phi, Louisiana Tech

Advisors: Kimbi Sigle, National VPSP &

                 Megan Pinke, MWD President

	Committee on History & Traditions
Chair:
Eta Epsilon, Texas State-San Marcos
2. Xi, West Texas A&M
3. Gamma Nu, Texas-Arlington
4. Eta Pi, Northwestern State
Advisors:  Amanda Grace, SWD NAA Director     
                   & Leslie Twite, MWD VPM
	Joint Committee on Publications
Chair:
Erin Juneau, 2005 New ALTO Editor

1. Delta, Oklahoma 

2. Kappa, Texas-El Paso
3. Beta Nu, Arkansas Tech
4. Epsilon Psi, Prairie View A&M
5. Eta Nu, Tarleton State
6. Theta Beta, Ouachita Baptist
Advisors: Alan Harriet, Board of Trustees &

                Jonathan Nevins, Past MWD VPSP



	Committee on Jurisdiction & Finance
Chair:
Stephanie Salazar, SWD Sec-Treas.

	Committee on Spirit & Sisterhood
Co-Chair:
Beta Gamma, Texas 

Co-Chair:
Beta, Texas Tech
3. Delta Phi, Texas Lutheran
4. Zeta Mu, Grambling State
5. Iota Beta, East Texas Baptist 

Advisors:  Wendy McCann, MWD Counselor & 
                   Dollie McDonald, National VPCR

	Committee on Credentials


Chris Foster, SWD President

Chris Gordon, SWD Counselor
	


Appendix G

Area Workshop Hosts 2005


Oklahoma Area- Epsilon Zeta (KKΨ), Oklahoma Baptist University


Louisiana Area- Iota Upsilon (KKΨ)/ Theta Tau (TBΣ), McNeese State University


West Texas/ New Mexico Area- Beta Lambda (KKΨ), Eastern New Mexico University


North Texas Area- Gamma Sigma (KKΨ)/ Beta Delta (TBΣ), Texas Christian University


Arkansas Area- Epsilon Beta (KKΨ)/ Gamma Tau (TBΣ), University of Central Arkansas


South Texas Area- Beta Sigma (KKΨ)/ Tau (TBΣ), University of Houston
Appendix H

Report of the Committee on Credentials
The Credentials Committee would like to recognize the following chapters’ milestone anniversaries that have occurred since last year’s convention. 

Xi
  
  West Texas A&M
55 years 
May 7, 2004 (1949)

Tau

  Houston

55 years
March 25, 2005 (1950)

Gamma Nu
  Texas-Arlington
40 years
March 28, 2005 (1965)

Delta Alpha
  Langston 

35 years
May 4, 2004 (original charter) (1969)






5 years

December 5, 2004 (reinstallation) (1999)

Eta Epsilon
  Texas State

20 years
February 25, 1984

Theta Tau
  McNeese State

5 years

August 9, 1998

Delta Eta
  Tex. A&M-Kingsville
35 years
February 22, 2005 (1970)

Iota Beta
  East Texas Baptist
1 year

February 16, 2003

The committee would like to recognize the following individuals in attendance at this year’s convention:

National Officers

Kimbi Sigle

National Vice President for Special Projects

Dollie McDonald
National Vice President for Communication & Recognition

Board of Trustees

Alan Harriet

Secretary

Past National Officers

Lisa Croston

Past National Vice President of Special Projects

Dana Swanson

Past Educational Programs Officer

National Headquarters Staff

Lt. Col. Alan Bonner
National Executive Director

Dixie Mosier-Greene 
National Headquarters Administrator

Diana Spiva

National Headquarters Accountant

Marcus Brown

National Publications Manager

Carolyn Steckel

National Membership Services Coordinator

Adam Cantley

Kappa Kappa Psi National Chapter Field Representative

National Alumni Association

Amanda Grace

Director for the SWD

Southwest District Council

Chris Foster

District President


Nicole Burdick

Vice President of Colonization & Membership

Alma Arellano

Vice President of Special Projects

Stephanie Salazar
Secretary/Treasurer

Chris Gordon

Counselor

Midwest District Representatives

Wendy McCann

Counselor

Megan Pinke

District President

Leslie Twite

Vice President for Membership 

Jon Nevins

Immediate Past Vice President for Special Projects

Western District Representative

Dawn Farm

Past District President

Chapter Sponsors
Michael Boone

Delta

Convention Parliamentarian

Amanda Dickson
Gamma Nu

2005 Convention Keynote Speaker

Tiffany Jones

Theta Tau 

Past Southwest District Officers in Attendance

Rachel Harmon

Past SWD President

Lisa Croston

Past SWD President

Chris Gordon

Past SWD Vice President

Amanda Beatty

Past SWD Vice President of Colonization & Membership

Wendy McCann

Past SWD Alumni Coordinator

The committee also calculated the Chapter Percentage and Chapter Distance Awards.  The committee utilized Microsoft Streets & Trips 2005 as the standard for determining distance between each chapter’s school and the convention site.

Chapter Percentage Award

The _____________ Chapter had ____ of ____ members in attendance totaling ____% of their chapter.
Chapter Distance Award

The _______________ Chapter had ____ members travel ________ miles for a total chapter distance of _______ miles.

The committee would like to thank Bill Gates and his contribution to this report.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Foster


Chris Gordon

SWD President


SWD Counselor
Appendix I

SWD VPCM Report
As I sat down to write this report the Sunday before convention I couldn’t believe that a year ago everything that I have accomplished this year was only a dream.  Now that the year is over I can sit down and say that my dreams have come true and that I made them happen.

After the tears, laughs, and meetings following last years convention I sat down and planned out my goals.  My first goal was to complete the pamphlet on colonization that was charged to me by the committee on Colonization and Membership.  It was completed in time for the 2nd Annual Chapter President’s Retreat held in Arlington, TX and was reviewed by the National Council at the 2004 District Leadership Conference in Stillwater, OK.  The Chapter President’s Retreat was organized jointly by Will Moses, the SWD Vice President for Kappa Kappa Psi and me.  It was a day full of chances for chapter presidents and future chapter presidents to learn valuable skills needed to keep chapters running.  We had 9 chapters send representatives and I know they took home valuable information back to their home chapters.  The following day I participated in District Day.  It was fun, regardless of the rain and my unplanned slide onto home plate during a softball game.  It was great not to have to do business for the say and enjoy the company of my sisters and brothers.  As always the Gamma Nu and Delta Sigma chapters at UTA did a fantastic job organizing the events for the weekend.

On a side note, just prior to district day a very special event occurred.  On June 17th my dad and I both became United States citizens.  

In July I was able to hang out with many of the other district officers, the National Headquarters’ staff, and the Joint National Council during a wonderful weekend in Stillwater, Oklahoma for the annual District Leadership Conference.  This was my first trip to Stillwater and needless to say, it was amazing.  Visiting Stillwater Station and seeing my chapter’s archives was one of the many highlights of the trip, along with a very cold dip in the pool at the Country Club.  It was a very interesting weekend, with Alma practically dying from every flu-like, sinus wrenching cold symptom she could handle, hanging out with the Midwest District Council, and developing my skills as an officer and as a member of the Southwest District Council.  The weekend also helped me to refocus my attention on the membership of our district, and to put less emphasis on colonization.  The Southwest District was one of the worst chapters about turning in their paperwork on time – or at all, and there were several chapters that did not put through new members that year.  As Kathy Godwin told me, it is more important to have a membership that can lead a colony then many colonies with no membership to guide them.  However I can say that I have seen an improvement in the membership of the Southwest District this year, I hope that this trend will continue.

The fall semester was crazy.  Although the three of us at TAMUK would have loved to go and visit some chapters, football season kept us sequestered in the little town of Kingsville, with the exception of our biannual trip to San Angelo.  The Epsilon Kappa chapter of KKPsi and the Delta Tau chapter of TBS were great hosts that weekend, and I thank them for helping us through our crises, from bus to finger trauma.  We were also able to hang out with the Kappa Kappa Psi chapter from Southeastern Oklahoma University during the first round of Division II playoffs.  For my fall projects I placed all chapters with a pen pal in hoped that this would increase communication between chapters, encourage the exchange of ideas, and allow chapters to remind their pen pall about upcoming events and due dates.  I also included a membership education survey to help develop a database on how chapters perform membership education, their communication with their alumni, and the present status of their chapter membership.

The spring semester started with 10 hour drive to Norman, Oklahoma for Winter Meeting.  I had a great time touring the OU campus and meeting the Delta Chapters who were very prepared and ready for the upcoming convention.  Through separate and joint meetings with the joint and separate councils we were able to set the agenda for the rest of the semester.  

Workshop season jumped to a great start with the Oklahoma area workshop hosted by OBU.  I was also able to make my first trips to New Mexico and Arkansas for the area workshops.  I also enjoyed the opportunity to visit TCU, University of Houston, and OBU for the North Texas, South Texas, and Oklahoma Area Workshops.  My project this semester was to begin an outline for chapters to begin their Post Initiate Education.  Through information from chapters and from the Guide to Membership Education I have completed a outline that I hope the next VPCM will be able to expand.

For convention this year Chris Foster gave me the opportunity to plan and organize last night’s ritual.  Thank you to call of the chapters that helped, especially the Delta chapter for letting us use their ritual materials.  Also, congratulations to our 20 new sisters and brothers in the bond.

Alright, grab a tissue, or a box of tissues.  Wait, that is just for me.  There are much thanks to go around, but I will try to be quick.  First, to the rest of the district council.  Although we are all “South Texans” we are very diverse, which helped us balance.  Chris, you blow me away.  Your presidency has sent the Southwest District on a completely new direction and whoever takes your place will have huge shoes to fill, both figuratively and literally.  I enjoyed our conversations during our long drives to meetings and workshops and singing to the Moulin Rouge Soundtrack.  You will always be Spectacular, Spectacular in my books.  Alma, I know that this year has been a little rough, but you have pushed through and succeeded.  I don’t know if anyone could have persevered through all of the obstacles you have had in your bath, but you have.  It was a pleasure being on council with you.  Steph, you were the one that inspired me to seek this office.  You always keep me positive and find the weirdest ways to make me laugh.  If I ever needed anyone to talk to I know that I could call you up.  I know our friendship is one that will last long past the TAMUK and TBS.  Mom, you rock!.  Whenever I was unsure of anything, you were always there to back me up.  You encompass the meaning of the word counselor and mom in every aspect. To the brother council: it was a blast this year, and I am happy that I had the chance to work with all of you.  Good luck Dusty as you begin your new position as KKPsi CFR. To my home chapter, Delta Eta:  your support has been undying and I don’t think I could have asked for more.  Any time that I needed help, I always had a sister or brother there to help me out, even if it was really late at night or extremely early in the morning.  I am proud to be a member of the Delta Eta chapter, and thank you for giving me the opportunity to represent you as a district officer.  To my little sister Christina, more than anyone I am here because of you.  You have always believed in me and what I am trying to accomplish, and that’s more than anyone could ask for.  I’m blessed to have you as my little sister.  To my boyfriend, Roel: Thank you for your patience this year.  I know that it was difficult not seeing me at all this semester, but you always supported me.  To my parents: you have always told me to follow my dreams, and have never told me that I could not do something.  I know that no matter what I do in life you will always be behind me 200% showering me with love and support.  Thank you, and I love you.  Finally, to the Southwest District Chapters, thank you.  You have made this one of the best years of my life and have showed me to the true meaning of sisterhood.  I have loved taking to you all online, on the phone, or in person at meetings and workshops.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve.  Always strive to make your chapter better, and do everything you can to serve your band with the best of your ability.  Standing here I know this is what dreams are made of.  Thanks for being a part of my dream.

Love in the Bond,

Nicole C. Burdick

Southwest District Vice President

Of Colonization and Membership

2004-2005

Appendix J

Report of the Vice President for Special Projects
Dear Southwest District,

Hey Everyone! I hope everyone had a safe trip to convention. I wanted to start out by apologizing for not being here with all of my sisters and brothers. Well right after convention last year we all go to work on figuring out just what it was that we wanted to accomplish this year. I remember us sitting a brain storming right after the banquet like it was just yesterday. Then the fun started! 

CPR and District Day were right around the corner for us. We got to work and no one got dragged across a table or got hurt this year. The next day was district day and I was so happy to see a great turnout from TBS. I still remember Nicole with a skinned knee from that softball game. You’re fine now that’s all that matters (. As district officers were able to go to the district leadership conference in Ok. That also was really hot. We got to sit down with all of the other councils from around the states and brainstorm and talk and work together. Let me tell you it’s an awesome feeling sitting in a room with that many leaders and wonderful people all striving for the same goal. People who love this organization are truly everywhere.

So the fall semester started and for most of us that meant time to kick off football season. It was great for us the “devil-rat-pigs” aka Javelinas. Our team rocks! And man were we busy we had games and exhibitions and a ton of other things to do. Not too much district stuff went on at all besides correspondence through email and getting things ready to go for New ALTO and the fall mailout. I got good response from the projects that I sent out in the mailout. And I was happy to hear all of the great stories about sisters and brothers buying things for their bands, and it was awesome to hear about chapters doing recitals to promote women in music. 

The Spring Semester started with us having winter meeting and going out to OK to see the convention site. By the way, many congratulations to the convention coordinators, you have done a fabulous job. We had a blast and got a whole lot of work done to get ready for WORKSHOPS!

First stop for me was the LA area workshop. That was great we had a ton of fun even though we were slathered in Mardi gras beads.  Unfortunately I wasn’t able to go to the next workshop in New Mexico due to pretty severe illness.  So right after that it was time to hit North Texas, which was awesome, and a lot of fun as well. I was happy to see different faces at these workshops and I feel like everyone gained a lot from being there.   Special thanks to our hostesses that night (  So after that we were all set to go for AK area workshop. That was also a very LONG, TIRING, trip. But we made it through and even go to stop by the Bill Clinton Library. I’d like to give special thanks to the Pokorski sisters for letting us sleep in their house. You guys ROCK!!!!! Then we were 

on the road again to the South Texas area workshop. That was fun also, I got to hang out with people I hadn’t met or seen at other workshops and enjoyed talking to the director of bands there. 

So the workshops were over with at that point and it was all about getting ready for convention, which brings us to where we are today. I’d like to give my list of thanks at this time.

I’d like to thank Mom, Chris, Nicole, and Steph. Some of you may not know, but I had a rough semester. I’d like to thank each of you for all of your hard work with this council. It means a lot to me that we all worked together for things. It wasn’t so much one or two people doing all the work when something needed to be done. I appreciate that. 


Mom, I appreciate the fact that I could always talk to you even if it was something outside of TBS. You always made me feel welcomed and I had a sense of safety when I was around you.


Chris, I can’t even tell you how much I love you. Seriously, I don’t have the words. I remember when I met you. And never in my wildest dreams did I think I’d serve on a council with you. You are the epitome of what a friend should be. Your work and knowledge has truly inspired me. 

Nicole, you are my line sister. Even though everyone here is my friend you and I share more than just that. I appreciate you and everything that you do. I’d like to thank you for all of your hard work and good luck with elections.

Steph.. Does everyone remember what Steph said to me last year? Let me refresh your memory….

 “I realize that this list is long, but I have just one more thanks to give out and that is to my best friend, Alma “Laughing Beaver” Arellano. We have really been through some shtuff in our day, haven’t we? However, no matter what came between us, we still maintained that which I treasure more than anything else in this world: trust, understanding, acceptance, encouragement, laughter, love and true friendship. If anyone is to blame for my success as a district officer, it’s you. Your words of wisdom and encouragement inspired me to do my best while in office and I know that if I had slacked in any of it, you would be the first to tell me so. Thanks for everything that you have given and shared with me. I love you.” 

It went something like that. Actually it was exactly like that, I copied and pasted it from last years convention minutes. Girl… Girl… GIRL! If I was there right now, I’d hug you, kiss you, and maybe, just maybe, cry. I love you so much, and you have been there for me always. I only hope to surround myself with people like you for the rest of my life, people who are passionate, caring, intelligent, and everything else that is good in this world. 

I’d like to thank the KKPsi council for all of their hard work. I would like to also take this opportunity to thank the Delta Eta chapter. You all are the strongest group of young women I have ever seen in action. I have seen our chapter go through several changes good ones and bad ones. But no matter what I never fail to see the love that each one of us has for this organization. You should all be so proud of yourselves for all of the work that you’ve done.

There are others who I would like to thank who are not here and they will receive their thanks in person. 

Well SWD, it’s been fun. I loved it, and I’ll do it again if I get the chance. Until we meet again.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alma A. Arellano

SWD VPSP- 2004-2005

Appendix K

Report of the Committee on History & Traditions

Dear Sisters & Brothers,

The following information has been compiled to portray the History and Traditions of the 2004-2005 Southwest District.


The 2004 Southwest District Convention was successfully held at Springdale Arkansas. The Chapter Presidents’ Retreat and District Day were hosted by the University of Texas at Arlington on June 25th and 26th. Chapters attending District Day participated in a softball game, a cookout, and attended a Texas Ranger’s Baseball game. Also, there was a district leadership conference held July 21-23 at Stillwater, Oklahoma.


District Officers for the 2004-2005 year were:

· President:  Chris Foster, Tau, University of Houston

· Vice President for Colonization and Membership: Nicole Burdick, Delta Eta, Texas A&M Kingsville

· Vice President for Special Projects:  Alma Arellano, Delta Eta, Texas A&M-Kingsville

· Secretary/Treasurer: Stephanie Salazar, Delta Eta, Texas A&M-Kingsville

· Counselor: Chris Gordon, Psi Chapter, University of Arkansas

Milestone District Birthdays this year include:

· Xi turned 55

· Tau turned 55

· Gamma Nu turned 40

· Delta Alpha turned 5 and 35

· Delta Eta turned 35

Area Workshops were successfully held by the following schools:  Eastern New Mexico University, University of Oklahoma, McNeese State University, University of Central Arkansas, University of Houston, and Texas Christian University.


Tau Turtle was awarded to Delta Eta at the Southwest District Convention in Spring 2003.  They took Tau to football games, seminars, and practices.  Beta was given to Theta Eta and Sigma was awarded to Delta Eta. The early bird award was given to Eta Epsilon, Alpha, Beta Omicron, Gamma Nu, Gamma Tau, Delta Eta, Theta and Beta.

District Family Tree (installing chapter: new chapter)

Alpha: Beta

Alpha: Delta

Beta: Iota

Beta: Kappa

Beta: Xi

Iota: Tau

Phi: Psi

Iota: Alpha Omicron 

Beta Zeta: Alpha Upsilon

Alpha Omicron: Beta Gamma

Iota: Beta Delta

Alpha Upsilon: Beta Zeta

Psi: Beta Nu

Tau: Beta Omicron

Beta Delta: Gamma Nu

Psi: Gamma Xi

Theta Theta: Gamma Omicron

Psi: Gamma Tau

Alpha and Delta: Delta Alpha

Beta Gamma: Delta Eta

Psi: Delta Sigma

Beta: Delta Tau

Iota: Delta Upsilon

Beta Gamma: Delta Phi

Beta Zeta: Epsilon Beta

Theta Theta: Epsilon Eta

Beta Omicron: Epsilon Psi

Delta Sigma: Zeta Mu

Delta Sigma: Zeta Phi

Beta Zeta: Eta Epsilon

Delta Epsilon: Eta Nu

Beta Zeta: Eta Pi

Gamma Tau: Theta Beta

Gamma Tau: Theta Theta

Tau: Theta Tau

Beta Zeta: Iota Beta

The committee was charged with reviewing the district scrapbook, compiling suggestions and discussing other ways the district can catalog its history. The History and Traditions committee decided that the scrapbook should be more publicized, perhaps with a separate mail-out. All chapters would be reached and receive information on completing the scrapbook. The committee was also charged with the possibility of an incentive program for chapters to contribute more to district history. To this charge, we decided on possibly awarding chapters who go above and beyond maintaining the history of the Southwest District. We also came up with the idea of constructing a district timeline from information submitted by chapters in the Southwest District. We charge the 2006 committee to find a more efficient way of keeping information as contained in this report on file and easily accessible. 

Respectfully submitted,

Tiffany Wallace

Eta Epsilon

Texas State University

Committee Chair

Committee Members:

Julie Darling, Beta, Texas Tech University, proxy for Xi

Jessica Payne, Alpha, Oklahoma State University

Ingrid Bray, Eta Pi, Northwestern State University

Lacey Mauk, Theta Theta, Henderson State University, proxy for Gamma Omicron

Tamara Hawes, University of Texas at Arlington

Committee Advisors:

Amanda Grace, SWD NAA Director

Leslie Twite, MWD VPM
Appendix L

Report of the Committee on Colonization & Membership

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

The Committee on Colonization and Membership met on April 16th 2005 to discuss issues regarding membership, colonization, and alumni relations.  We began by reviewing the 2004 Colonization and Membership Committee report and there was no discussion on topics contained there in.  

We then began the task of answering the charges of the previous committee.  We dealt with the first change of addressing the topics other than that of alumni issues throughout the committee meeting.

We next discussed the charge of developing “new” recruitment ideas.  It was discussed that what may be an old idea for one Chapter could be a new idea for another Chapter, so all ideas were allowed.

Ideas were as follows:

· The utilization of food

· Giving a list of events at the beginning of rush

· Fliers/ Welcome letters in summer mail outs

· Hosting events within summer band (i.e. freshman move in, social events, and a upperclassman buddy)

· Being visible- The importance of a positive attitude while representing Tau Beta Sigma

We also discussed the topic of conditional members.  The committee discussed reasons why members often choose to go conditional, ways to encourage them to remain or return to active status, and ways to prevent people from abusing the privilege of conditional status.  The committee considered student teaching, a lack of time, a need to work, a lack of money, the priorities, and the inability to be in an ensemble as common reasons for requesting conditonal status.  Amending the constitution to allow members to petition the chapter for active status for a semester was discussed as an option to address many of these issues including student teaching and the inability to enroll in an ensemble.  The formation of a winter guard was discussed to help those chapters that have a large number of color guard members in the spring semester.  The final option introduced was to allow members to do an equivalent amount of time in service that would be spent in an ensemble.  This would also address color guard issues.  Finally, the committee stated that requiring a member requesting conditional status might decrease the number of people “abusing” the status.


The last charge we discussed was that of the colonization of new Chapters.  In our instructions, the committee was given the task of creating a membership education lesson on “how colonization works and what active members can do to assist the process.”  This lesson will be presented at the end of our report and will be attached to this document.  The next topic we discussed was how to encourage alumni to remain active at both the Chapter and national levels.  Included in our discussion was the need for regular alumni events such as cookouts, reunions, and “Alumni Days.”  The committee feels that such events are essential to keeping an alumni member active because it gives them a sense of still belonging in the organization an helps them remain informed.  Also discussed was the use of alumni newsletters including calendars so that alumni can plan ahead to attend Chapter functions.  Additionally, the committee felt that asking alumni for help would allow them to participate in Chapter functions and business and make them feel connected to the active Chapter.  The final topic discussed was the idea of establishing local alumni Chapters, which could be joint with Kappa Kappa Psi.


Finally, the 2005 Committee on Colonization and Membership charges the next committee with the following topics:

· Check on the status and progress of the Vice President for Colonization and Membership

· Detail projects and activities that the next VPCM should complete

· Discuss new methods of recruitment and retention

· Find new ways to assist colonies/ new Chapters

The committee also feels that it would be beneficial for both the VPCM and a representative (but not necessarily the delegate) from the newest Chapter within the district to be present for at least one committee Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Beta Omicron- Texas Southern University; Committee Chair

Committee Members:

Beta Delta- Texas Christian University

Gamma Phi- Southwestern Oklahoma State University

Delta Sigma- Louisiana- Monroe University

Delta Upsilon- Howard Payne University

Observing:  Epsilon Eta Colony- Tyler Junior College

Committee Advisors:

Nicole Burdick; SWD VPCM

Catherine Seaton, Past SWD President

Appendix M

Report of the Joint Action Committee on Music Education
Dear Brothers & Sisters,

The 2004-2005 J.A.C.M.E. received the following charges:

1. Review the report of the 2004 JACME.

2. Design an application process to request music education funding grants from the district councils.  The fund includes the money from the $2 fee charged to each convention attendee.  Include criteria for the application and make arrangements for requests from single chapters and from joint chapters.

3. Discuss the value of high school music contests and how chapters can utilize them to promote Music Education.

4. Discuss and compile a list of suggested activities that chapters can do to promote music education both in area schools and in the community.  Sort the projects by different factors such as cost, size, time necessary, etc.  Create a handout for all delegates detailing these activities and distribute when the committee report is given.

Charge 1

The report was read to the delegation present and discussed.

Charge 2

The application process for the distribution of the Music Education Fund was discussed.  Due to the lack of time and resources, we felt that this charge was beyond the scope of the committee at this time.  However, later in this report we charge next year’s district council with creating the forms and discussing the exact details of the application.

Charge 3

The committee discussed the value of these high school competitions.  We as a committee feel that they are an invaluable resource for furthering music education in the communities in which they take place.  The students who participate gain experience in competitive settings, a new view and appreciating of music in general, and important motivation to be more involved in their band programs.  Not only do they help the junior and senior high students who participate, but we as college students are benefited as well.  Many music majors can gain important contacts through these programs and experience in the field of music education.  This in turn benefits future classes by providing more capable music teachers.  We feel that chapters and local music programs are strengthened by competitions such as this and more chapters should look into hosting competitions at their schools.

Charge 4

The list of activities discussed by the committee is included in Appendix A of this report.  It is also to be distributed to the delegates to be a resource to their respective chapters.

Composition Competition

Discussed and attached with the 2004 report was a description of an undergraduate competition formulated at last year’s convention.  After reviewing this information and discussing it at length, 

we decided the competitions’ details and specifics were beyond the scope of this year’s committee.

The 2005 J.A.C.M.E. charges the 2006 committee with the following:

1. Review the report of the 2005 committee.

2. Review the attached list of suggested music education projects and add any new ideas that are not already listed.  Provide an updated list to each delegate to take home to their chapters.

3. Discuss the current situation of the Music Education Fund.  If possible, find information about the number of chapters who applied for the grant, which chapter(s) received funds, and for what projects they received them for.  Suggest any changes to the application form and charge the district council to make the needed changes if they deem it necessary.  Also suggest any ways to help increase district knowledge of the award and increase the number of applicants.

4. Discuss the 2004 committee’s Composition Competition proposal and its relevance to the JACME committee.  See the original proposal and the suggested changes in Appendix B.  Review the results of any survey taken by the SWD council pertaining to the competition.

5. This is a relatively new committee and we feel that it could be utilized in a much larger way to make a difference in the overall music education in the Southwest District.  Find other ways this committee could be of use and continue to charge future committees with raising the bar for our chapters.

The 2005 J.A.C.M.E. charges the 2005-2006 SWD Council with the following:

1. Create an application for the awarding of funds from the Music Education fund.  Determine the criteria for the award and the submission date that would best work for the councils.

2. Create a short survey to be distributed either in mail outs or on the listserv discussing the district’s interest in a possible composition competition.  This can be used to help next year’s committee decide whether or not to further discuss and pursue this idea.

The JACME would like to thank the following people for their support during our meetings.

Amanda Beatty, SWDAA VP for Programs

Jennifer Taylor, Lambda chapter, 
Jeremy Taylor,  past SWD Vice President

Respectfully submitted,

Mark R. Mason



Diana Alfaro

KKPsi Committee Chair


TBSigma Committee Chair

Alpha Omicron Chapter


Tau Chapter

Texas Tech University


University of Houston

Committee Members:

Marc Bowers, Beta Sigma

Holly Cook, Beta sitting for Iota


Michael Utesch, Epsilon Epsilon

Kira Hutchens, Psi

Rachael Houser, Epsilon Zeta

Elissa Rice, Delta sitting for Alpha Upsilon

Roland Smith, Theta Nu


Janee Adams, Delta Pi





Melissa Stonesifer, Theta Theta

Project





Size 


Cost

HS and JR workday



any


low

JR marching day 



any


low

-Teach Fundamentals to 9th
Play with HS bands during games

any


low

Instrument Drive



any


low

Volunteer at Festivals



any


low

Black clothing drive



any


low

Mentor new HS programs


any


low

Instrument “petting zoo”



any


low

-Play and show instruments

Building Cabinets



any


low

Girl Scouts earn Music Badge


any


low

Move freshmen into dorms


any


low

Teaching Lessons



any


low-medium

Clean instruments



any


low- medium

Host recitals for HS or college


any


low-medium


-Maybe guest performer

Gifts for rookies




any


low-medium

Goodies for band trips



any 


low-medium

Help bring in international events

any


low-high

Guest speakers for Music School

any


low-high

S&E Competitions



any


low-high

Band festival and mock UIL


any


low-high

Commissioning pieces



any


medium-high

Retreats for music professionals


any


medium-high

Retreats for HS students


any


medium-high

Marching Competitions



medium-large

medium-high

Help purchase music 



any


medium-high

SWD Undergraduate Composition Competition

The contest will be open to all in the southwest district who are actively part of an undergraduate program.  The project will be announced at the next district convention.  Ten months will be given to the participants (April-Feb).  Submission will be due on February 1st.  There will be one month allotted to judge the commissions.  The joint councils for the SWD will decide who will be placed on the committee.  The committee will be comprised of two composition specialists (at least one with a strong theory background), one conductor, one KKPsi member, and one TBSigma member.  An award of one thousand dollars will be given to the winner.  The district will provide money for copying parts and money for travel up to but not to exceed five hundred dollars.  Hotel accommodations will be free and the host chapter will make travel arrangements.  The piece shall not go over ten minutes in length and must be written for modern instrumentation concert band.  Submissions should be made in legible manuscript or must be computer generated.  Manuscripts will be sent to district presidents and they are responsible for blinding them for judging.

SWD Undergraduate Composition Competition Discussion during 2005 JACME

Premier site and date

· Left up to composer

Awards

· Only one winner

· Plaque for next 2 runners up (honorable mentions)

· Certificate of participation for all entrants

Money

· Perhaps lower amount to focus more on music ed

Recording

· Must submit an electronic recording for judging

Manuscript

· Computer printed only

Grade level

· left up to committee to judge entries

Applicants

· Members and non-members allowed, but only from schools at which a chapter is present

· Perhaps open it up to non-chaptered schools for publicity in later years

Appendix N

Report of the Joint Committee on Publications

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

The Joint Publications Committee met on April 15-16, 2005, to discuss issues pertaining to the New ALTO publication in both hard copies and online.

The 2005 Publications Committee was charged with the following:

1. Prepare to review bids made under the new opportunity of having chapters serve as the District website webmaster.

2. Review the efficiency in changes made to the New ALTO concerning online publishing, fewer paper prints, and the newspaper format.

3. Discuss possible changes in funding taking into consideration the future reduction in printing costs and the introduction of online publishing.

The Committee discussed the feasibility of chapters serving as district website master. The Committee decided that at the present time this would not be a wise venture due to the difficulty of changing hands on a yearly basis.

The Committee considered the feasibility of no longer publishing paper copies of the District newsletter and moving it to an online format, with some exceptions.  This is a topic that has been discussed in previous years, and due to increasing postal costs, the Committee felt it was in the best interest of the District to utilize the technology available to continue to foster communication. Since hard copies will not be utilized much on a wide basis, a constitutional amendment changing the budget allotment to $300.00 per year was forwarded to the Jurisdiction Committees.

The Committee also evaluated the efficiency of the District Yahoo! group. The Committee had concerns over the lack of involvement and participation that members have through the Yahoo group.  Issues such as a lack of advertising were discussed. The committee also discussed lack of education of how to register on the list serve. The Committee feels that more information should be given to Chapter Presidents and Secretaries concerning the group.

Lastly, the Committee reviewed the New ALTO bid proposals which had been submitted for 2005-2006.  Beta Lambda (KKY) and the joint Chapters of Delta Sigma (KKY) and Gamma Nu (TBS) both put in a bid for the upcoming publication. The Committee feels that both schools are qualified. Both schools were given five minutes to present their bid, which was followed by a question and answer session. After discussion, the Committee feels that the joint Chapters of Delta Sigma and Gamma Nu should become the new editors of the 2005-2006 New ALTO. 

We charge the 2006 Publications Committee with the following:

1. Investigate the possibility of combining the responsibilities of the New ALTO and the District Website.

We charge the District Councils with the following:

1. To look into lowering the budget if the New ALTO goes online. The new budget should consist of $150.00 per semester, split between joint chapters (year total $300.00).

2. Increase participation on the district YAHOO! Group. 

We charge the 2005-2006 New ALTO Editors with the following:

1. To have an updated list of which chapters submitted articles each semester. 

We charge the District Presidents with the following:

1.  To update chapter contact information for entire District. 

We would like to thank our advisors James Rector, Alan Harriet and Jonathan Nelvins for their tremendous encouragement and advice through this process.

Respectfully submitted,

Adam McFarlin




Erin Juneau

Theta Phi, Kappa Kappa Psi


Eta Pi, Tau Beta Sigma


Henderson State University


Northwestern State University

Committee Co-Chair



Committee Co-Chair

Committee Members:

Kim Endel, Beta Nu, Tau Beta Sigma, Arkansas Tech University

Blake Forcina, Alpha, Kappa Kappa Psi, Oklahoma State University

Rod Naulls, Gamma Phi, Kappa Kappa Psi, Stephen F. Austin State University

Tiffany Wolf, Eta Nu, Tau Beta Sigma, Tarleton State University

Althea Peterson, Delta, Tau Beta Sigma, University of Oklahoma

Natasha Maidens, Theta Theta(Proxy for Theta Beta), Tau Beta Sigma , Henderson State University

Justin Abshire, Iota Upsilon, Kappa Kappa Psi, McNeese State University

Tonya Compton, Epsilon Psi, Tau Beta Sigma, Prarie View A & M University

Bart Hosier, Iota Sigma, Kappa Kappa Psi, Blinn Junior College

Committee Advisors:

Alan Harriet, TBS Board of Trustees &

Jonathan Nevins, Past TBS MWD VPSP

Appendix O

Report of the Joint Committee on Convention Site

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

The 2005 Convention Site Committee was charged with the following:

1. Review the 2004 Convention Site Committee report.

2. Collect information packets from all schools bidding to host the next District Convention.

3. Review guidelines for bidding/hosting Convention, have discussions with the committee advisors and chairs regarding other criteria they have experienced that may not be written in guidelines.

4. Establish criteria and questions for reviewing bids.

5. Review all bid packets from bidding chapters and schedule presentations.  Each bidding university will have a 7-minute presentation and 5 minute question and answer session during the 2nd Joint Session.

6. Discuss and deliberate which university the committee feels is best suited to host the District Convention.  Use the Convention Site Worksheet to help make your recommendation.  If the committee feels there is no university candidate they can recommend to host the next convention, they may recommend a “no-slate.”  

7. Establish guidelines for bidding chapters to meet in order to qualify to host convention.

The committee first reviewed the packets for 50 minutes then used the following guidelines for making its recommendation, placing emphasis on the bold items:

1. Chapter Strength

2. Chapter History

3. Financial Stability

4. Prior Chapter and University approval
5. Available facilities

6. Convention experience 
7. Projected costs – a detailed, balanced budget must be submitted

8. Convenience and facility locations

9. Distance from all chapters in the District

After reviewing the packet the Convention chairs from Texas Tech University, Northwestern State University, Texas Southern University, and Oklahoma State University gave an overview of their presentation to the Convention Site Committee.

All bids brought before the committee met the criteria needed for SWD Convention bids.  Therefore, the Alpha Omicron Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi and the Beta Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma  from Texas Tech University, the Theta Nu Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi and the Eta Pi Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma from Northwestern State University, the Gamma Omega Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi and the Beta Omicron Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma at Texas Southern University, and the Alpha Chapters of Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma at Oklahoma State University presented their bids to the delegation on April 16, 2005. For the presentation to the delegation the time limit was as follows: an individual 5-minute presentation followed by a 15 minute open forum question and answer to all bidding universities. 

The Convention Site Committee spent a great amount of time considering all bids presented.  However, after much discussion, the bids from the chapters at both Oklahoma State University and Texas Tech University were determined to be the most qualified for accommodating the large number of participants for the 2006 convention.  After a final vote of all committee members, the recommendation for SWD 

Convention 2006 went to the Alpha chapters at Oklahoma State University.  This group was presented as the “slate” during the final joint session.
The Convention Site Committee has the following charges to the Alpha Chapters:

1. Determine a plan of action to get guests from airports in either Tulsa or Oklahoma City to Stillwater.  The committee suggests selecting one airport and recommending on all correspondence that participants fly in from that airport only.

The 2005 Convention Site Committee charges the 2006 Convention Site Committee with the following:

1.
Start a library of old district convention bids for chapters to use as a guideline to constructing a bid for the Southwest District Convention. 

2. 
Have the 2006 host chapters submit a convention budget proposal on the prescribed district convention form available online at the national webpage.

3.
Have all chapters fill out the same budget form and include it in their bid proposal, packets, and presentation to the district.

4.
Encourage chapters to come together and prepare joint convention bids.  This process would allow chapters in smaller towns—or chapters with smaller numbers of members--the ability to host district representatives in a nearby larger city (ie: Texas State and Texas Lutheran work together for a convention in San Antonio).

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Porter




            Beth Antognini

Delta Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi

            Delta Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma

University of Oklahoma



University of Oklahoma

Convention Coordinator



Convention Coordinator

Committee Chapters:
KKPsi – Delta Sigma, Delta Psi, Epsilon Beta, Epsilon Kappa, Kappa Phi

TBS – Beta Zeta, Gamma Xi, Delta Alpha, Delta Eta, Theta Tau

Danny George




Chris Gordon

KKPsi SWD Governor



TBS SWD Counselor

Advisor





Advisor

Dawn Farmer





Past TBS WD President

University of Arizona





Advisor





Appendix P

Report of the District Counselor
FROM THE BESK OF CHRIS M. GORDON

TAU BETA SIGMA

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT COUNSELOR

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Southwest District,

For the fourth consecutive year, I have had the privilege of serving as your Southwest District Counselor.  This year has been just as exciting as the others, with visits to several of your chapters, late night phone calls, and nightly IM sessions with many of you.  I have enjoyed getting to know those of you that I have chatted with over the year, and it’s always exciting to see many familiar faces a workshops and convention.

While this job brings with it a serious learning curve, my experiences so far in this position have enhanced my abilities to advise all of you and make decisions regarding some of your activities.  In other words, while it takes someone who has been around the block to hold this position, some of the job requirements involve being able to jump in to situations with a clear head, and just “do it,” in order to keep things flowing smoothly.  When I began this position, there were some things I knew pretty well, and other things I learned through experience.  Today, however, I’d like to share with you my list of 5 Things I Know For Sure (for you Oprah fans out there, this will probably be familiar to you).

1. I Love This Job!  And I love this job because of all of you.  Thanks so much for your hospitality this past year, inclu7ding, but not limited to, this year’s area workshop hosts, the Beta Gamma chapter at the University of Texas for inviting me to stuff, and the Delta Eta chapter for the every occasion (and I do mean EVERY occasion) greeting cards.  All of you are the reason I do what I do, and getting to watch so many of you become successful in your personal and professional goals is what makes my job so awesome.

2. The Circle of Life is alive and well in the Southwest District.  For those of you who don’t know, I am married to a Texas High School Band Director.  This relationship provides me with a preview of our future membership.  Some of you out there were preparing for your high school graduations this time last year.  I actually watched some of you walk the stage at your graduations.  Now, you are completing your freshman years in college.  Knowing some of our new members before they ever even walk into your band halls makes me ever mindful of the fact that every one of these people is someone’s child, someone’s former student, someone’s best friend moving far away, or someone hoping to start over with a new group of people.  For those of you who have fully prepared and educated these new members, I appreciate your hard work in nurturing and taking care of these young people.  For those of you who have entered our ranks during the last year, thanks for choosing to join us.

3. The lessons you are learning in Tau Beta Sigma will help you when and if you ever leave college.  I have seen the impact becoming a member of this organization can have on individuals.  The benefits of membership in our organization are powerful, so accept every challenge, be thankful for every opportunity and love every minute.

4. My KKPsi counterparts are absolutely incredible!  Please take the opportunity to say hi to our newest governor, Brian Britt, this weekend.  He has proven to be an important asset to our district.  His leadership skills and connections with college band programs have been helpful for both of our organizations this past year.  And if you don’t know Danny George yet, then you are missing out on one of the most amazing people you will ever have the privilege of knowing.  I couldn’t ask for a better partner in this gig.  He is a true Southern gentleman and a wonderful brother, and I love him both as a brother and as a friend.

5. Your 04-05 District Council members are totally awesome!

Stephanie…

Nicole…

Chris Foster…

This summer brings with it National Convention and all of the excitement that includes.  I will be working hard with my fellow counselors over the summer to prepare the Ritual of Excellence that will take place in Lexington, as well as a Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Counselor position for the individuals who will someday walk into our shoes.  Special thanks to Wendy McCann, for popping in this weekend not only to visit with old friends, but to lend a supportive counselor hand.  I appreciate all that you do, Wendy!

Before I conclude my report, I would like to say a special hello to the members of the Epsilon Eta Colony at Tyler Junior College.  We can’t wait to bring you into our fold very soon.  Keep up the terrific work.

I would also like to offer great thanks to the members of the National Council.  Thanks, ladies, for allowing me the opportunity to work with our students on such a special level.  I know the impact this position can hold, and I promise not to let you down.

To all of you graduating this semester, please find a place in our organization that suits you best.  That might mean joining the NAA and becoming an effective member of SWDAA.  For others, it might mean becoming Life Members of your chapters and keeping in touch on the local level.  Some of you may need a break for a while, and will keep in touch through donations of time or money.  Whatever avenue you choose, remember that there is always a place for you in Tau Beta Sigma.  As you take your first steps out into the “real world,” I wish you well on your journey.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris M. (“MOM”) Gordon

Tau Beta Sigma

SWD Counselor
Appendix Q

Report of the Committee on Spirit & Sisterhood

Dear Sisters & Brothers,

The Spirit and Sisterhood Committee met on April 15th- 16th for the following:

· We reviewed the 2004 Spirit & Sisterhood Report

· We discussed Southwest District cheers:

a) Keep the current official SWD cheer:

T-A-U B-E-T-A

S-I-G-M-A That’s the way!

Tau Beta Sigma, Southwest…Alleyoop!

b) Recognize the National Cheer at the SWD level:

T-A-U B-E-T-A S-I-G-M-A Tau Beta Sigma…cont.

c) Proposed idea of adding new cheer to SWD (introduce in reading of minutes):  
T T-A T-A-U-B-E-T-A S S-I S-I-G-M-A (CLAP or HUH)


1) We awarded the Spirit & Sisterhood Awards (Beta Turtle and Sigma Turtle) based on qualities that we observed during this convention weekend.  Our decision was based on interaction as a group and with other chapters.  We also looked for spirit for Tau Beta Sigma during the entire convention through chapter cheers and enthusiasm for their chapter.  Beta Turtle went to a chapter of 21 members or more and Sigma to a chapter of 20 or less members.  The winner of Beta Turtle is the ____________Chapter of ______________.  The winner of Sigma Turtle is the Gamma Nu Chapter at U T Arlington.

2) We also awarded Tau’s Book of Spirit to the chapter who exhibited the most school spirit and pride.  We looked for the promotion of their school by wearing school colors, doing cheer, and singing fight songs during the entirety of convention weekend.  The winner of Tau’s Book of Spirit is _______ Chapter of the ______________.

3) We met with Delta Eta, the chapter currently hosting Tau Turtle, to give our advice on what we observed in regards to spirit.

4) We discussed District Spirit Day, came up with a ‘Western theme’ and introduced a list of possible titles:

a. SWD Rodeo Round-up

b. Save a Horse, Ride a Cowboy; SWD Day

c. Boot Scoot ‘n’ Boogie District Day

5)
We also recommended that the District Day theme be continued to SWD Day.  The proposed Western Theme will include attire such as:  cowboy boots, bandana’s, cowboy hats, etc.

Respectfully submitted,

Jamie Mudra




Kristen Mudra

Beta, Texas Tech University


Beta Gamma, University of Texas

Spirit & Sisterhood Co-Chair


Spirit & Sisterhood Co-Chair

Committee Members:

Kristi Kolpanen, Beta Delta, proxy for Delta Phi, Texas Lutheran University

Jennifer Cobb, Zeta Phi, proxy for Zeta Mu, Grambling State University

Julie Parker, Iota Beta, East Texas Baptist University

Committee Advisor:

Wendy McCann, MWD Counselor

Appendix R

Report of the Committee on Jurisdiction & Finance

Dear Sisters & Brothers,

We, the Jurisdiction and Finance Committee, met during the scheduled committee time. We discussed making changes on the Constitution and on the 2004-2005 budget.  

1. We, the Jurisdiction and Finance committee, discussed the list of suggested amendments to the District Constitution.  The committee suggests the following:

2. Suggested Constitutional Revisions:

Section 2.02

Currently:
 Each District Officer shall be at least a sophomore student and an active member of the Sorority in good standing at the time of election. Officers elected during their final year of college can serve no more than one additional consecutive term as a District Officer.  Each District Officer shall have more than ordinary business and professional ability and shall be capable of representing the Sorority and the District when called upon to do so. She/He should have the best interests of the Sorority at heart and should be willing and able to devote the necessary time to the execution of the duties imposed by her/his office and shall be actively participating in or serving bands during their term of office.

Proposed:  Each District Officer shall be at least a sophomore student and an active member of the Sorority in good standing at the time of election. Officers elected during their final year of college may serve out their current term of office, provided they are a Life Member.  Each District Officer shall have more than ordinary business and professional ability and shall be capable of representing the Sorority and the District when called upon to do so. She/He should have the best interests of the Sorority at heart and should be willing and able to devote the necessary time to the execution of the duties imposed by her/his office and shall be actively participating in or serving bands during their term of office.

Rationale:  This is the current policy in the National Constitution.

Section 2.06:

Currently:
 The District President will preside at all meetings of the District.  She/He will appoint and is to become a member ex-officio of all committees, and will render all possible assistance to the District Counselor(s). In the absence of the District Counselor(s), she/he may be designated as the official representative of the District whenever such representation is required.  She/He will be the Official Delegate of the District at the National Convention. She/He oversees and acts as advisor for all District activities and carries on communication within the District.  She/He will advise on the committee on Credentials during District Convention.

Proposed:  The District President will preside at all meetings of the District.  She/He will appoint and is an ex-officio member of all committees, and will render all possible assistance to the District Counselor(s). In the absence of the District Counselor(s), she/he may be designated as the official representative of the District whenever such representation is required.  She/He will be the Official Delegate of the District at the National Convention. She/He oversees and acts as advisor for all District activities and carries on communication within the District.  She/He will serve on the Committee on Credentials during District Convention.

Rationale:  First, to correct the grammar in the second sentence, and to correctly state that the President serves on the Credentials Committee.

Section 2.07 


Currently:
 The District Vice-President of Colonization & Membership will, in the absence of the President, preside at all meetings of the District.  She/He will be designated as set forth by the Membership & Expansions Committee. She/He will be the council’s liaison to the Southwest District Alumni Association. She/He should assist the District President and District Counselor(s) in any way possible.  She/He will advise on the committee on Colonization and Membership during District Convention.

Proposed: The District Vice-President of Colonization & Membership will, in the absence of the President, preside at all meetings of the District.  She/He will be designated as set forth by the Colonization & Membership Committee. She/He will be the council’s liaison to the Southwest District Alumni Association. She/He should assist the District President and District Counselor(s) in any way possible.  She/He will advise on the committee on Colonization and Membership during District Convention.

Rationale:  This is the correct committee name and it corrects grammar.

Section 2.08 


Currently:
The District Vice-President of Special Projects shall be responsible for designing and implementing special projects as determined by the District Council.  She/He will be the designated liaison to the host chapters of the New Alto.  She/He will maintain a scrapbook of documented activities of the District to be presented at the District and National Convention.  She/He should assist the District President and the District Counselor(s) in any way possible.  She/He will advise on the committee on Joint Action Committee on Music Education during District Convention.

Proposed:
The District Vice-President of Special Projects shall be responsible for designing and implementing special projects as determined by the District Council.  She/He will coordinate and promote all national projects in the District, as set forth by the National Council.  She/He will be the designated liaison to the host chapters of the New ALTO.  She/He will maintain a scrapbook of documented activities of the District to be presented at the District and National Convention.  She/He should assist the District President and the District Counselor(s) in any way possible.  She/He will advise the Joint Action Committee on Music Education during District Convention.

Rationale: Clarifies more of the VPSP’s duties and corrects grammar.

Section 2.09:

Currently: The District Secretary/Treasurer will record, publish, and distribute the minutes of the meetings of the District Convention. She/he will make revisions to the District Constitution to reflect amendments made at District Convention within sixty (60) days after the close of the convention.  A copy of the minutes and revised District Constitution shall be sent to the District Counselors, the newly elected District Officers, the outgoing District President, the National Headquarters, the National Council, and the other Tau Beta Sigma District Presidents by July 1st.   Copies shall be sent to all chapters and colonies in the District by September 1st.  She/He will, with the approval of the District Counselor(s), control the disbursement of all monies of the District. She/He should assist the District President and District Counselor(s) in any way possible. She/He will be responsible for handling all credentials during District Convention.  She/He will advise on the committee on Jurisdiction and Finance during District Convention.

Proposed: The District Secretary/Treasurer will record, publish, and distribute the minutes of the meetings of the District Convention. She/he will make revisions to the District Constitution to reflect amendments made at District Convention within sixty (60) days after the close of the convention.  A copy of the minutes and revised District Constitution shall be sent to the District Counselors, the newly elected District Officers, the outgoing District President, the National Headquarters, the National Council, and the other Tau Beta Sigma District Presidents by July 1st.   Copies shall be sent to all chapters and colonies in the District by September 1st.  She/He will, with the approval of the District Counselor(s), control the disbursement of all monies of the District. She/He should assist the District President and District Counselor(s) in any way possible. She/He will be responsible for handling all credentials during District Convention.  She/He will chair the Committee on Jurisdiction and Finance during District Convention

Rationale:  Credentials are handled by the Credentials Committee [President & Counselor(s)] and the Secretary-Treasurer is the most qualified person to chair Jurisdiction & Finance.

Section 2.15

Currently:  Dismissal of a District Officer shall be brought about if it is determined that the officer is not filling the obligations of her/his office as stated in the Constitution.  Requests will be submitted to the District Counselor(s).  The request will then be reviewed by the District Council and the District Counselor(s).  A unanimous decision of the District Council, excluding the officer in question, and the approval of the District Counselor(s) shall be necessary in order to dismiss that officer.

Proposed: Dismissal of a District Officer shall be brought about if it is determined that the officer is not filling the obligations of her/his office as stated in the Constitution.  Requests will be submitted to the District Counselor(s).  The District Council and the District Counselor(s) will then review the request.  A unanimous decision of the District Council, excluding the officer in question, and the approval of the District Counselor(s) shall be necessary in order to dismiss that officer.

Rationale:  This makes the sentence easier to read.

Section 2.16 (#1)

Currently:
1.  Notification to active chapters in the District within one week of the vacancy, and if the vacancy will need to be filled.
Proposed:
1. Active chapters in the District will be notified of the vacancy, and whether or not the vacancy will need to be filled, within one week. 

Rationale:  The sentence was too confusing. This clarifies the procedure

Section 3.01

Currently: 
The standing committees of the Southwest District will be:


Committee on Colonization & Membership

Committee on Convention Site


Committee on Credentials


Committee on Jurisdiction & Finance


Committee on Nominations


Committee on Publications


Committee on Spirit & Sisterhood Committee


Committee on Ways & Means

Committee on History & Traditions


Joint Action Committee on Music Education

Other special committees may be created when considered necessary by the District Counselor(s) and/or the District President.

Proposed:
The standing committees of the Southwest District will be:


Committee on Colonization & Membership

Committee on Convention Site


Committee on Credentials


Committee on Jurisdiction & Finance


Committee on Nominations


Committee on Publications


Committee on Spirit & Sisterhood Committee


Committee on History & Traditions


Joint Action Committee on Music Education

Other special committees may be created when considered necessary by the District Counselor(s) and/or the District President.

    Rationale:  There is no Committee on Ways & Means.

Section 3.05

Currently: 
The Committee on Convention Site will examine, recommend, and submit all proposals improving District Convention and present their finding to the delegation.  A bid for convention site will be allowed no less than 10 minutes for presentation. In the absence of a decision by the convention, a site will be chosen by the District Counselor(s) and Governor(s).  The date of the convention will be determined by the host chapter.  This committee will be a joint committee with Kappa Kappa Psi.

Proposed:
The Committee on Convention Site will review the qualifications of chapters bidding to host the next convention, based on established criteria, and present its recommendation to the delegation.  In the absence of a decision by the end of convention, a site will be chosen by the District Counselor(s) and Governor(s).  The date of the convention will be determined by the host chapter, with the approval of the District Council.  This will be a joint committee with Kappa Kappa Psi.

Rationale:  This clarifies the duties of the convention site committee.  Removing the time limit will allow future conventions to adjust the presentation time based on number of chapters presenting.

Section  3.08:

Currently: The Committee on Jurisdiction and Finance will examine, recommend, submit to the District Convention all credentials of the District Convention all proposals, revisions, and alterations for amending the constitution and submit all proposals related to the finances of the District.   They will review the operating budget for the ensuing year as submitted by the District Council, and present it to the District Convention for approval.  In addition, this committee shall review current programs and possible additions that will benefit future conventions.
Proposed:  The Committee on Jurisdiction & Finance will examine proposals for amending the constitution, proposals related to the finances of the district, and review the operating budget for the ensuing year as submitted by the District Council.  This committee shall be made up of all delegates to the convention and chaired by the District Secretary-Treasurer.

Rationale:  This section would change Jurisdiction & Finance from a committee that met separately during the convention, to being a committee where the whole convention reviews the constitution together.  The District Secretary-Treasurer would compile a list of proposed revisions as submitted by the district, and the convention would review them and make changes as necessary.  

Section 3.09

Currently: The committee on Nominations at each District Convention will carefully investigate the eligibility of members for the election to the offices of District President, Vice President of Colonization & Membership, Vice President of Special Projects, and Secretary/Treasurer.  The committee shall nominate one member for each office and present their names to the convention. Additional nominations may be made by the delegates.  A majority of all votes cast will be necessary for election.

Proposed:
The Committee on Nominations will carefully investigate the eligibility of candidates for the election to the offices of District President, Vice President of Colonization & Membership, Vice President of Special Projects, and Secretary/Treasurer.  The committee shall nominate one member for each office and present their names to the convention.  The committee will determine the eligibility of candidates nominated from the floor.  A majority of all votes cast will be necessary for election.

Rationale:  Removes unnecessary language and clarifies process. 

New Section following 3.11

Proposed:
The Joint Action Committee on Music Education shall discuss matters pertinent to the advancement of music education and submit ideas to Chapters throughout the district that will help to stimulate local music programs.  This will be a joint committee with Kappa Kappa Psi.
Rationale:
This section was accidentally omitted from the constitution.

Article 4

Currently: 4.01 
An Official Delegate will represent each Active chapter at regularly called conventions.  Each delegate or proxy must have a current membership card, a Life Membership card, or be properly vouched for by the Committee on Credentials.  In the absence of an Official Delegate, the chapter will be represented by a proxy, according to the rules governing the distribution of proxies.

4.02 
Each Official Delegate or proxy shall serve for the duration of the convention to which she/he is appointed.  Proxy delegates must be prepared to relinquish their seat to an accredited delegate, should she/he present herself/himself and be recognized by the Chair and the Committee on Credentials.  Proxies must take their seats knowing this.

4.03 
Each Official Delegate or proxy will have one vote at regularly called conventions.

4.04  
Alumni Members will not fill proxy seats. 

4.05  
In the absence of a Delegate, or alternate Delegate to the District Convention, each chapter may designate by written proxy any other chapter located in only this District to represent them in the District Convention. 

Proposed:
4.01  Each active chapter in the District shall be represented at District Convention by an Official Delegate.  Refer to Section 5.6 of the National Constitution for more information about regulations regarding convention delegates.

4.02  Each colony in the District shall be represented at District Convention by a non-voting Representative.  If a colony is not present at district convention, there will be no Alternate Representative, and the seat will remain vacant.
Rationale: Article 4 of the current constitution contains difficult to understand language and repeats information contained in the National Constitution.  The current section 5.6 of the National Constitution clearly defines the regulations regarding proxies at a district convention and shouldn’t have to be repeated.  Also, this would clarify the status of colonies at district conventions.

Section 9.01 – breakdown of Areas

Currently: 
North Texas: Texas Christian University; University of Texas, Arlington; A&M-Commerce; Stephen F. Austin University; Baylor University; Tarleton State University; East Texas Baptist University

Proposed:
North Texas: Texas Christian University; University of Texas, Arlington; A&M-Commerce; Stephen F. Austin University; Baylor University; Tarleton State University; East Texas Baptist University, Tyler Junior College, University of Texas-Tyler, Paul Quinn College

Rationale: This would bring the list current, to include current schools colonizing Tau Beta Sigma & Kappa Kappa Psi. 

3. We, the Jurisdiction and Finance committee, suggest the following proposal for the 2004-2005 district budget:

Proposed Budget

2005-2006


Communications

District Convention Minutes/New Constitution Mailout
$125


Fall District Council Newsletter Mailout
$125


Spring District Council Newsletter Mailout
$125


District Convention Forms/Info Mailout
$100

      New ALTO funding (matched by )
           $150/year


Council Operating Funds (supplies, travel expenses, Nat’l Conv. Regis.)


President
$415



Vice President of Colonization & Membership
$415


Vice President of Special Projects
$415


Secretary-Treasurer
$415


National Convention Chapter Assistance Fund
$325


District Convention Chapter Assistance Fund
$215


Music Education Project Assistance Fund*
***


District Awards
$250


District Officer Awards
$150


District Day/Chapter President’s Retreat Funding
$150


Miscellaneous Expenses
$125


Total
$3,500

*** This amount will total the amount raised from convention registration fees.  The amount raised will be the amount available to spend.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie Salazar

SWD Secretary Treasurer

Delta Eta

Texas A&M University-Kingsville

Committee Chair

Appendix S

Report of the District President

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

This year began as we wrapped up a very successful district convention in Springdale, Arkansas.  I was humbled by your decision to re-elect me to serve on the district council for a third year and wanted to make sure you didn’t regret it.  This year’s district council has been dynamic and a force for positive change, bringing a variety of new ideas and concepts to the district level.  

We saw our Chapter Presidents’ Retreat more than double in the number of chapters that attended.  If your chapter has yet to attend this event, it is a one-day conference where district officers and other special guest lecturers speak to up to 3 representatives from each chapter about matters of leadership, organization, motivation, and participation.  We also demystify the methods for proper paperwork procedures.  The following day was District Day, which despite a stormy afternoon, was a lot of fun for those in attendance.  As District Day grows, you are all encouraged to come out and enjoy a purely social occasion for our business-oriented district.

This summer, the district council traveled to Stillwater for the annual District Leadership Conference.  You all would have been proud of your elected officers!  They welcomed all the district officers from across the nation into the Southwest District with grace, intelligence and warmth.  We learned strategies for problem solving, ways to assist chapters with a Code H (possibility of hazing infractions), and studied recent membership trends in our district.  We got to interact with members of the National Council and Board of Trustees to learn more and teach them about what it means to be from the Southwest District.

This fall, the SWD truly stepped it up.  When the September 30th deadline for national dues passed, nearly every SWD chapter had submitted their dues and Chapter Personnel Report…seven had submitted them early enough to receive the Early Bird Award from National Headquarters and less than that many were late.  Regardless, by November 1st, every single SWD chapter had submitted their dues and paperwork.  If we can get that close this year, let’s make a realistic goal of all 40 chapters turning in their Chapter Personnel Report and national dues by September 30th this fall. 

Despite our glee over the improved submission of our national dues, we were very disappointed to find out how many chapters did not submit their Fall Activity Report on time.  To date, we STILL have chapters who have yet to submit their Fall Activity Report for 2004.  This is perhaps the single easiest report we have to submit to the National Headquarters.  It is a single page of information that must be submitted every fall semester by December 1st.  Failing to submit this single page of information disqualifies your chapter from being considered for the Chapter Leadership Award, the honor for the best chapter in the nation, and for nearly all district convention awards.  Please constantly help your chapter presidents by reminding them of their deadlines and assisting them complete their paperwork.

The spring semester began with a district council meeting here at the University of Oklahoma where we toured the convention facilities and discussed this convention with the host chapters.  We left feeling confident in the abilities of the Delta chapters to put on an outstanding 
convention, as we have all seen this weekend.  Following the Winter Meeting, so began the annual TBS Road Race.  It was off to 5 area workshops for me.  I represented the district council at the Louisiana, West Texas/New Mexico, North Texas, Arkansas, and South Texas Area workshops this spring.  I was able to meet with several chapters over that time and get to know many of you in this 

room.  All of the workshops were very well prepared and I commend them on their hard work and dedication.  We all would like to thank the University of Houston chapters for stepping up and hosting the South Texas Workshop on about 5 weeks notice.  They did a fine job, including having a Women-in-Music speaker: Mrs. Susan Scarborrough, band director at Doerre Middle School in Klein and the current president of the Texas Bandmasters Association.

I am disturbed, however, that at each workshop, from week to week, we were continually seeing the same members, over and over again.  Why are so many of you not attending our area workshops?  We all understand the conflicts created by recitals, basketball band performances, and other personal events.  However, we had chapters who are located less than an hour from our area workshops this year who didn’t send a single member to attend.  On behalf of the district council, I would like to ask each and every one of you in this room to do your best to attend at least one area workshop in the spring of 2006.  They are fun, they are informative, and who doesn’t love a good road trip.  This spring, I have wonderful memories from our many road trips.  Among them, I got to drive 1600 miles round trip to Portales, New Mexico, by way of Lubbock and Dallas, I got to make a pilgrimage to the Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock, and I got to see my school’s basketball team get to play an away game…and that doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface of eating fast food at 80, er, 65 miles per hour and playing endless games and gossiping in the car with friends.  

This year, we are very fortunate to have the district growing again!  We are currently seeing the Epsilon Eta colony at Tyler Junior College nearing the completion of the colony period.  We wish them all the best in their hard work becoming a chapter again and commend the Gamma Nu chapter and Chris Gordon for advising them during this time.  Just last week, we received word of our newest colony at Paul Quinn College in Dallas.  Please take the time to drop them a note of encouragement as they get started in their new colony process.

Over the past two years, I have spoken with many chapters regarding their problems and difficulties in their everyday lives.  I can stand here today with conviction and tell you that the greatest threat to our Sorority is not being co-ed, it’s not fighting for new members, and it’s certainly not Kappa Kappa Psi.  Our biggest threat is internal squabbling amongst our active members.  So many times, almost every week, I hear from one person or another who is having a personal crisis because they are fighting within their chapter.  While these problems are varied from chapter to chapter, there are some underlying themes that keep coming up.   First, we all must learn to accept disappointing outcomes.  We can’t always get elected to the office we want, we can’t always get our way, we can’t always be active when we want to be.  When these disappointments occur, we must strive to be mature and professional in our reactions, or we run the risk of hurting ourselves or our friends with our words.  Also, we must all strive to build each other up, and not tear each other down.  If you aren’t getting along with a Sister or a Brother, or with your chapter president, you must remember that we are all in this organization to serve our bands and share in our Bond.  Simple dislike of another person, whether based on personality or something they did, should never jeopardize our Bond or our common purpose.  And also, scrapping with Kappa Kappa Psi does little but make life in our band rooms strained and tense.  When we’re all there to serve the bands, fighting does nothing but serve to tarnish our good reputation. Remember that life does go on after graduation and your chapter will continue once you leave, so we must all try to enjoy this period in our lives as best we can and work to do so for our Sisters & Brothers.  

Two-thousand, five-hundred, sixty-two.  That’s how many days it’s been since I was initiated into Tau Beta Sigma.  The last seven-hundred, thirty-five of which I have had the privilege of serving as the Southwest District President of Tau Beta Sigma.  It has been an honor and an experience that has forever changed my life.  I have met so many people and gone so many places and learned so many 

things, that this report, which already too long, cannot represent even a fraction of the things I’d like to say to you all.  But I will try:

To the Tau chapter:  I know I can be that person who just appears with an opinion to give. I thank you all for allowing me to give it from time to time.  It has been an amazing seven years.  You make me proud to be a Life Member of Tau Beta Sigma and to always bleed Cougar Red.

To the Beta Omicron chapter:  The time I spent with you last term taught me so much about Sisterhood and dedication.  Even though I haven’t seen you as much this year, I am proud to have been there at your installation and to see you grow into the chapter you are today.

To Nicole, you have been a ray of sunshine as our Vice President. Your thirst for knowledge has proven again and again that you can handle any situation.  It was amazing to know that there was always someone there to be my safety net.


To Alma, thank you for all the late night phone calls to talk about projects and even though you aren’t here today, I truly admire you for being true to yourself and your priorities and always having your big heart.  It’s about the size of, um, you.

To Steph, these past two years serving on the district council together have shown me what true Sisterhood can be.  You’ve handled so much and done a fantastic job in all your endeavors.  Hard to believe this all started on a couch in Kingsville with delusions of grandeur.  Thank you for always being the person to hear me at my worst and helping me refine my message.  

To Dusty, this biennium would not have been possible without you.  I am proud to have been the beacon for good joint relations with you and in trying to show the world that our two organizations can be true to ourselves while being true to each other.  You have gone from my counterpart, to my colleague, to my friend, to what I think it must mean to have a Brother.  Good luck in your new job and make sure to save a stop in Houston for me.

To Chris, I don’t know what it’s going to be like not running things by you all the time.  You’ve been a friend, an ear, a shoulder, and a funny bone.  I love your humor, your candor, your heart, and your capacity to take everything in stride.  At National Convention, I referred to you as the consummate Southern lady, and I stick by that.  I hope this district knows what it has in you.  Thank you so much.

Two-thousand, five-hundred, sixty-two days.  This may be the one I remember the most.  I can’t describe how much my association with the amazing women and men in this room, across this nation, and on this stage, has affected me.  As I begin a new chapter in my professional life, I will take every minute of those days with me.  I will miss you all and thank you for everything.  Oh, and don’t worry, you’ll definitely be hearing from me again…onward and upward…

Tau Beta Sigma for Greater Bands!

Respectfully submitted,

[image: image2.jpg]Gl fort,




Chris Foster

Southwest District President 2003-2005
Appendix T

Convention Awards
TBS Awards

Tau Turtle

Gamma Nu; University of Texas at Arlington

Beta Turtle

Gamma Tau; University of Central Arkansas

Sigma Turtle

Gamma Nu; University of Texas at Arlington

Tau’s Book of Spirit

Outstanding Service to Music Education Award

Zeta Phi; Louisiana Tech University

Most Improved Chapter

Beta Omicron, Texas Southern University

Patsy D. Hejl Award

Theta Theta, Henderson State University

Dorothy Nichols Award

Beta Zeta, Stephen F. Austin State University

District Parliamentarian

Amanda Dickson, Gamma Nu

Keynote Speaker

Tiffany Jones, Theta Tau

Best Scrapbook

Joint Awards

Best Overall Display


KKY and TBS- Alpha Chapters, Oklahoma State University

Best Freestanding Display

Best Table Top Display


KKY- Alpha Tau, University of Texas (Austin)

Step Show


First-

Gamma Omega, Kappa Kappa Psi, Texas Southern University

Second-
Joint Chapters, Lambda and Psi, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

Talent Show


First-

Delta Sigma, Kappa Kappa Psi, University of Texas at Arlington


Second-

Iota Upsilon, Kappa Kappa Psi, McNeese State University


Third-

Lindsey White, Eta Nu, Tau Beta Sigma, Tarleton State University

