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The Beat, Vol. 2 

A New Biennium and 

 A New Year 

 

The MWD BEAT Features: 

-National Convention Topics 

-New Member Ideas 

-Ways to Save Money 

-What your Doôs are doing for 

you 

-A challenge 

-Photos of National 

Convention and our District 

Officer Meeting 

 

-The MWD District Officers 

Friday, August 7, 2009 
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Known for our gigantic placards at National Convention, delegates from all over 

the Midwest show off their pride in front of the fountain on the lawn. Eight 

delegates represented Tau Beta Sigma chapters from our district, along with various 

KKY chapters and the Midwest TBS Counselor Wendy McCann and Midwest Life 

and Honorary member John McCann. 

2009-2011 National Council 

Dollie O'Neill: dolliemcdonald@tbsigma.org , National President 

Dawn Farmer: dawn@tbsigma.org , National VP for Colonization & Membership 

Dr. Kathryn Garrett Kelly: HPIC98@aol.com , National VP for Special Projects 

Nicole Burdick: Canada@tbsigma.org , National VP for Communication & 

Recognition 

Dr. Joan deAlbuqurque: jdealbuq@csulb.edu , National VP for Professional Relations 
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Hello Sisters, 

I cannot believe that it is time to start classes soon. I am excited to start another new year, especially on a National 

Convention High! I have many new ideas, that you should see implemented soon. I am in the process of drafting chapter 

officer handbook for you all. My hope is that this will help all officers and perspective officers in planning their year. It is 

my way of sharing the buzz.  

Speaking of buzz, TBS has a policy on Risk Management this has been distributed over the listserv a couple of times. If 

you still have not seen a copy let know. I expect many questions and will make sure that they are all answered.  Other 

changes/updates from convention that will affect you this year are belowé 

Insurance: 

Both Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma will be dropped from our current insurance providers as of September 1st.  

The National Councils are reviewing new estimates from other providers in order to establish insurance for the 

organizations prior to the cancellation of our current policy.  Alan Bonner, our National Executive Director is in the 

works of a new insurance policy for both organizations. The main reason for being dropped from our insurance company 

is due to the hazing & risk liability claims being made from our organization.  In other words for every hazing case that is 

filed, it becomes a claim and multiple claims lead to higher prices in insurance or in this case, being dropped. 

Dues: 

After discussion of our Insurance carrier changing & dropping us, the Ways & Means Committee proposed a $10 dues 

increase to the National Delegation and was passed by the students in attendance. The main reason for the dues increase is 

to make up and prepare for a new insurance policy for our organization. The $10 dues increased will be effective for the 

September 30th, 2009 dues and Tau Beta Sigma does not anticipate anymore increases for this biennium. Similar 

organizations have reported paying $50 per member for insurance as part of their dues. Tau Beta Sigma has paid $8 per 

person (2007-2009 biennium) and now with the $10 increase will be able to cover the additional cost which is estimated 

to be between $16-$18 per person. (projected for the 2009-2011 biennium). 

Life Member Dues: 

Life Member Dues increase to $350 and then to $500 to help offset the cost of growing expenses in the National 

Intercollegiate Band (NIB) and our commissioned pieces every 2 years. The $350 increase will be effective January 1st, 

2010 & $500 increase January 1st, 2011. Tau Beta Sigma has not had a Life Member dues increase since 1997. 

New Web Base Proposal & Podium going Electronic: 

Tau Beta Sigma, and along with our brothers of Kappa Kappa Psi are looking in the next 2-4 years of having a new web 

based system for our members regarding paperwork, chapter login to view forms, publications and other resources. We 

are also going to have the Podium Publication coming to you electronically for your viewing. Don't worry we will still 

send hard copies to those members wanting a hard copy and can send a hard copy to each chapter for their archives. In 

our electronic age the Podium will begin to be available for your electronic viewing and just a click away from your 

fingertips! 

 And YES I did just copy and paste that all from an email. I hope that is not plagiarism. Man, I am pumped to be a leader 

in the band and a member of Tau Beta Sigma! Good Luck with all fall recruitment, remember to spread the awesomeness 

that is TBS! I promise that next time I will write something. 

 Jason Dornbush 

MWD President  

From the Presidentôs Desk 
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Hello MWD! 

 

Itôs that time of year to start thinking about band camp, recruitment, and many hours of homework. 

Over the last few weeks the District Counsel has had the opportunity to meet twice this summer to make 

plans for the year. We are very excited for the upcoming year!  

Over the summer I decided to take on the challenge of updating the Midwest District history. I hope 

to fill in the gaps with the knowledge of old/current members and working with National Headquarters.  I am 

hoping to have our District History completely up to date by the end of the year. Good luck to everyone 

during the first weeks of band camp and school!! 

 

In The Bond, 

Jennifer Halling 

MWD VPSP 

 

 

The Vice Presidentsô Own 

Hey Midwest District, 

 

 What can I do to help you? I know itôs a new year and it will soon be time for band camp to start, 

share hugs with your sisters, and welcome new members into your band. Whether you initiate in the fall or 

spring semester, the time to start looking for potential new sisters starts right now. Have questions about 

what you can do for rush week? Want to learn about some cool sisterhood nights? If you have anything you 

want to talk about, always feel free to email me at mwdvpm@tbsigma.org. I will always get right back to 

you. 

 I also wanted to share some really cool things I saw about other chapters at National Convention with 

you. I was on the Sisterhood and Spirit committee and I wish every one of you could have heard the stories 

my committee was telling me. They do so many different things for big sisters and little sisters, like sharing 

a special T-shirt or placard to having special movie nights to spend quality time with each other. Our sisters 

shared chapter and district cheers with everyone. We tried to write down as many as we could and it was fun 

to tell people after our meetings that all we did was cheer (especially at the pool). 

 The new and old national council is amazing. I highly encourage everyone to contact each one of 

them and just say hello. They are pumped for this new biennium and want to help you and your chapter as 

much as possible. If you ever have any questions, donôt hesitate to contact them. They want to get to know 

you just as much as you get to know your new sisters. So, pick up a phone or open your email and send them 

a message. If you like twitter or Facebook, they have that too! 

 One thing as a district officer I hope to do this year is collect membership education programs and 

make them available to other chapters on our website. Please help me out by collecting these and either 

sending them to my home address, which you can find on our district website, or send them to me 

electronically. Be looking for an email from me soon! 

 

LITB, 

Stacy Laue 

MWD VPM 
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Budgeting Your Chapterôs Money for 

Convention 

 
As you may know there has been an increase in dues to compensate for problems with 

todayôs economy and many other reasons.  Because of this, it may become difficult for you and 

your chapter to pay for other things later such as our District Convention or Region Days.  In this 

article, I am hoping to give you some ideas to help get more of your members to these events if 

they arenôt able to afford it. 

My best advice for you is to really know exactly where your money is going.  The best 

way of making sure of that would be to sit down and discuss your budget with your chapter.  In 

this meeting, look at your budget from previous years and find out when and where your chapter 

is spending and making money.  If you havenôt found out already, look at fundraisers you have 

done in the past and figure out which ones are making profit and worth your time and which ones 

are not.  If you have been doing fundraisers that have been taking up tons of time giving you 

poor profits, then maybe you should discuss with your chapter whether it is worth your time or if 

there would be a way to improve the fundraiserôs profits.   If you find this fundraiser 

unnecessary, then you should automatically start formulating new ideas for other fundraisers that 

may work better in the future.  If that is a problem for your chapter, then try talking to other 

chapters and find out what has been successful for them.  A good place to gather new ideas for 

fundraisers would be at this semesterôs Region Days.  

Once you have an idea of the amount of money you will have for your use within the 

chapter, you can then decide whether or not you will have enough money to help your chapter 

members with getting to Convention.  If your chapter doesnôt think that you would have enough 

in your account to support your members, then the next question would be whether or not it 

would be worth it to have an extra fundraiser to help your chapter.  I would strongly recommend 

having the extra fundraiser if you are in this situation.  I remember the first time I went to 

Convention it left me feeling much more inspired to do more within Tau Beta Sigma especially 

as a new member.   The more members you can get to go, especially if they are young members, 

the stronger your chapter will be making the fundraiser worth the time. 

Most of this article has probably been the same ordinary things you have heard in the past.  My 

hopes for you while reading this is that you will become more inspired to do more within your 

chapter while reviewing some basics and that it will help you in your planning this coming fall! 

 

 

 

ITB, 

Jennifer Miller  

MWD Secretary/Treasurer 

Sisters and Brothers, 
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A Note from the 

Secretary/Treasurer 



 

 

The Spirit of the Midwest 

 

Our dozen fabulous Midwest District chapters were represented at National Convention 

by nine enthusiastic members of the district (eight representing chapters, plus one district 

president). Only five distinct chapters sent representatives. We lost four seats to other districts 

because we didnôt have enough members from the Midwest in attendance. =( Though small, I 

believe our delegation was among the 

most spirited! As you can see from the 

photos, we had super-sized placards 

(thanks to Delta Xi)! I have to admit that I 

was hesitant to embrace the placards at 

first, but I grew to love them! These were 

very easy on the eyes from the front (or 

back) of the sessions. Iôm not sure if they 

had great success breaking the yard sticks 

holders, though (and why is it important 

to break the sticks?!?). I think the XXXL 

placards really made our chapters stand 

out!  

 

Our members spent quality time 

togetheréhanging out in the swimming 

pools, listening to candidates for national 

office during caucuses, and going off site 

several miles to eat at Olive Garden (yes, 

really! Arenôt there more exotic places in Phoenix? ;-)). I think we all had a stupendous week. 

The only thing missing waséyou! 

 

The national delegation addressed several important issues at convention, including adopting a 

new risk management policy (addressing alcohol and hazing), reviewing active and life member 

dues and electing new national officers and some members of the board of trustees. In addition to 

Sorority business, members had the opportunity to hear the National Intercollegiate Band and Pat 

Sheridan with the Salt River Brass, motivational speakers Lori Ebert and Dr. Tim Lautzenheizer 

ï and swim in eight pools! We learned a lot, laughed a lot, and slept very little, but thatôs what 

convention is all about! I hope that National Convention 2011 will see ALL of our chapters 

representedéespecially because it will take place within the Midwest district ï in COLORADO 

SPRINGS! Start planning now to show our spirit not just with placards and personality, but with 

LOTS of members! 

 

 

Love in the Bond, 

Wendy McCann  

MWD Counselor 
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