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Planning for National Convention 2011? 

The 2011 National Convention may seem a bit far off in the future, but it will sneak up on us before we know it! Are you 

planning on attending? How about your chapter sending a representative? There are many little tasks that we can begin 

to start planning to attend National Convention in Colorado Springs, CO. Here are some ideas that each chapter can do 

to help plan and save to ensure your chapter will be represented at National Convention! 

 Set aside 10 or 15% of all fundraisers into a travel fund: By having a constant set of fundraisers and setting 
aside a small percentage each time, a small amount of money can add up quick. There are several chapters that 
divide up their fundraisers, merchandise sales, etc. and put away set percentage. Then when it come times to 
attend National Convention this fund will be available to help pay for registration, travel or hotel costs.  

 University funds available for registered student organizations on campus: Many College and Universities have 
money set aside for registered student organizations on campus to assist in your organization to attend an 
educational conference. This is usually an application process and usually takes time. There are also no 
guarantees of how much exactly your chapter may receive. Planning ahead and looking into what is available 
can prove to be very helpful. I know many chapter have done this in the past and it has helped pay for their 
registration or travel costs to attend a convention. Basically you don’t know what is available until you try and 
there is money out there for this purpose.  

 Music & Band Department Assistance: Not all Music or Band Departments are able to assist or may not help in 
this matter, but some have and will. A good time to ask your Band or Music Department is at the end of 
fiscal/budget year, so find out when that is for your University. Some departments have a little extra dollars in 
their budget and if they know it will help a student attend an educational event, or someone that made the 
National Intercollegiate Band (NIB) they may pass money towards your chapter. The key is to present and inform 
your departments of the workshops, NIB and events of convention that can enhance your chapter. You never 
know until you ask.  

 Conduct a fundraiser strictly for National Convention: A fundraiser planned out in advance and all proceeds go 
towards National Convention can also assist a chapter to get to National Convention. The key is to plan a 
fundraiser in plenty of time, get as many members involved and raise as much money as possible to help your 
endeavors.  

 

Doing one of these tasks above or a combination will be a sure way to help you get to National Convention. It may not 

pay for everyone’s way or pay the full amount, but every little bit helps and in today’s economy putting our resources 

together will help us get to where we want to go. Good luck with your endeavors and planning for National Convention. 

It is a trip that is worth attending and you will not want to miss out! J 

Tau Beta Sigma For Greater Bands! 

Dollie O’Neill 

National President 

Tau Beta Sigma 
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Hello Midwest District! 

 In a few weeks time we will finally get to see each other once again. District Convention, hosted by KKY Alpha 

Iota and TBS Alpha Theta, will be held in Boulder, Colorado, this year. Both chapters have been working on a daily basis 

for the past year to make April 16th-18th a weekend you’ll never forget. There is still time to tell them you are coming, so 

hop on the band wagon with over 300 other brothers and sisters from around the Midwest District! 

 This year’s convention will feature many differences, but ones your district officers believe you’ll really enjoy. 

The schedule will be different from previous years. We’ve added a few activities to get to know people, moved some 

events around, and have brought in an amazing speaker we know you’ll love. We are also at a whole new campus, which 

means there are new opportunities to visit sites and explore the wonderful world of music in Boulder. 

 I am truly excited to see those whom I have met in my travels this year, but to also meet new sisters and 

brothers at convention. Speaking from personal experience, I know that those who are either new to convention or have 

few chapter members present, it may seem to be a little overwhelming at first. I promise you though, if you go up and 

introduce yourself to someone you don’t know, you’ll most likely gain a new friendship with a brother or sister. 

I would like to challenge everyone this year at convention to seek out new friendships and to boldly go where 

some in our district may not have gone before. Say hello to a sister or brother you haven’t met, shake hands, exchange 

email addresses, or even spend time talking over lunch. Wouldn’t it be neat to set up a lunch date with another chapter? 

It’s the people you meet by traveling, by talking to, and even sitting next to at events like District Convention that help 

our Midwest district succeed. Communicating, not only within your chapter, but with other chapters is important to the 

growth of our sisterhood. I recommend meeting at least one person from each chapter in the district. By doing this, not 

only will you have made a new friend, but you can now begin to share ideas about service or fundraising. This is also a 

great time to talk about visiting other chapters and see what they do. I know especially for membership education and 

newer members of the sorority, traveling and meeting new sisters is a great way to see what our sorority does outside 

of your own chapters. 

Also, for those of you who are attending convention, I would like to encourage you to run for a district officer 

position. Those in their current positions have shared their reasons for running for an office and for each one currently 

serving, many of those reasons could be summed up in one sentence. They ran for a district officer position because 

they wanted to make a difference in Tau Beta Sigma and offer their experiences and leadership to the district. Every 

single one of you is a leader in your own right, even if you have never held an office or chair position in your chapter 

before. Take a chance, run for a district officer position, and see what happens. It never hurts to try! 

Again, I am ecstatic about our District Convention arriving very shortly and I can’t wait to meet everyone again. 

Please come up and say hello to me sometime during convention. Good luck with the following days of school, safe 

travels on your way to district convention, and see you soon! 

Much Love in the Bond, 

Stacy Laue 

MWD Vice President of Membership, Tau Beta Sigma-Theta Mu, University of Nebraska at Kearney 
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Scholarship & Communication Update 

.ȅ bƛŎƻƭŜ .ǳǊŘƛŎƪΣ ¢.ʅ b±t/w 

Tau Beta Sigma Scholarships 

Tau Beta Sigma annually offers 2 - $500 national scholarships that are due postmarked to National Headquarters by June 

1st.  The Outstanding Student Leaders Scholarship commends leaders within our organization who have excelled as a 

leader in their chapter, their band and their school.  The Scholarship for Musical Achievement is awarded to active 

members that have established themselves as exceptional musicians during their college years.  To apply for these 

scholarships you must be entering your junior or senior year of college after June 1st, 2010, you must have a 3.0 GPA (on 

a 4.0 scale) and you must have been a active member of Tau Beta Sigma for at least one year.  For more information on 

these scholarships and to download the applications go to: http://www.tbsigma.org/national_scholarship.html.  

 

TBS Student Chats 

TBS Student chats will be occurring on the 26th of every month.  This is a great opportunity for you to get updates from 

and ask questions to the National Council.  It also gives you the opportunity to ask and share information with your 

fellow Sisters and Brothers.  The chat themes for the next few months are as follows: 

o March – Celebrating TBΣ History & Traditions (hosted by TBΣ Historian, Lisa Croston) 
o April – How to fill out the Chapter Summary Report & Apply for Scholarships and Awards 
o May – Implementing TBΣ National Programs 

Join the party and log onto the chats by following the directions at http://www.tbsigma.org/chat.html.  

 

New Tau Beta Sigma Twitter 

Do you want to receive Tau Beta Sigma Updates via text message?  Follow TauBetaSigma on Twitter and set up your 

account to receive TauBetaSigma’s tweets directly to your cell phone!  Need more information?  Contact me at 

canada@tbsigma.org. 

 

  

http://www.tbsigma.org/national_scholarship.html
http://www.tbsigma.org/chat.html
mailto:canada@tbsigma.org
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The Coolest Way to Spend Spring Break! 
 

 For any college student, the month of March is crazy; full of tests, papers, presentations, and projects, 

but for many, spring break is definitely worth it!  My spring break was awesome and here is why. 

I am a junior in college and never have done anything for ANY break, except go to my parents’ house or 

work, this year, however was completely different.  One of my sisters and best friends’ parent’s moved to 

Austin, Texas over the summer.  Knowing how much she misses her parents on a regular basis, a third sister 

and I started googling “Things to do in Austin, Tx.”  When we had a sufficient list of fun attractions, we sat 

friend number one down and promised that she would see her parents over spring break.  She didn’t believe 

us at first, but we took her hands, looked her in the eyes, and promised her; then she cried! 

 Friday morning, after class, we loaded up the car and departed for Austin, Texas.  About halfway down 

we hit road construction…and so a 14 hour drive down took 15 hours.  While in Texas, we stayed with our 

sister’s parents and got to enjoy their company while getting out in the nice warm 80 degree weather! 

 Prior to leaving Kearney, we were given permission by our chapter to take our mascot, Louise along for 

the ride to visit several special places.  She rode with us to the San Antonio Zoo, Sea World, and downtown 

Austin.  She was super excited about all of these places.  However, she was most excited about a VIS (very 

important stop) we made on our way back to Nebraska.  We contacted National Headquarters in Stillwater, 

Oklahoma and made special arrangements to tour headquarters on our way back.  My sisters and I were 

thoroughly excited to stop in Stillwater to tour headquarters and it is something none of us will ever forget.  

While in Stillwater, we made a stop at OSU to see the shrine, which is totally awesome.  Thank you Preston for 

the awesome tour and the three sets of directions to get to the shrine!  J  A trip to Stillwater is highly 

suggested to all of our sisters and brothers, it’s full of our history and past and definitely worth the drive!  

Besides, who better to road trip with than your sisters?!? 

 So, now we are back in Nebraska (after a 21 hour drive back, partially due to missing our turn off in 

Kansas and driving around aimlessly for 5 hours) and back to the grind; back to the homework, presentations, 

papers, and tests.  Oh, well, at least summer is right around the corner! 

 Good luck to everyone in the rest of their semester and the Theta Mu chapter of Tau Beta Sigma is 

looking forward to seeing EVERYONE at convention in Boulder in a few weeks!  YAY convention!!! 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jessica Merten, Corresponding Secretary 
Theta Mu chapter-Tau Beta Sigma 
University of Nebraska-Kearney 
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Jessica, Shamu, Louise the Loper, Mackenzie, and Kara 
at Sea World in San Antonio, Texas over spring break! 
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Mackenzie, Jessica, Louise the Loper, and Kara at 
Stillwater Station! 
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The Kappa Delta chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi began the spring semester with the continuation of our planning for 

the Show Me Region Day.  All of our planning came together for the Region Day that we hosted on Saturday, February 

20, 2010 here in Maryville.  Attendees participated in presentations on Alumni Relations, Conducting, Membership 

Recruitment, and Ritual/Membership Education.  Despite the snowy weather and poor road conditions earlier in the 

day, many chapters were still able to make the trip.  All of the presentations went very well and the presenters did great 

work.  Thank you to all of the chapters who came to Maryville to help us make our Region Day a success! 

On Sunday, February 28, 2010, our wind symphony performed a concert of music by composer Steve Rouse.  

The program consisted of: Angel Fire, Kick, Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Wayfaring Stranger, and Our American Heroes.  

The final two pieces of the program were performed along with the Maryville High School Concert Band.  While at 

Northwest, Mr. Rouse also spent time working with student composers in the music department. 

On February 11 and March 16, the wind symphony went to high schools in Lincoln, Nebraska, and Kansas City, 

Missouri and did performances, clinics, and recruiting.  While in Lincoln, the group performed at Lincoln Southeast, 

Lincoln Southwest, and Lincoln East High Schools.  For our March 16 date, we performed at Park Hill High School.  At the 

school, the group did a performance and several members received the opportunity to lead sectionals with one of the 

concert ensembles. 

Our chapter currently has two upcoming events that we invite all of you to attend: 

Upcoming Kappa Delta Events: 

Wednesday, April 7: Third Degree at 8:30pm in Charles Johnson Theater on the Northwest Campus 

Saturday, April 10: Beef, Buns, and Balls at 12pm at Beal Park in Maryville 

Have a great end of the semester! 

 

Sarah Groteluschen 

AEA and ITB 

Kappa Kappa Psi-Kappa Delta 

Northwest Missouri State University 

 
 
 

  



 

9 

/ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ς A Fond Farewell 

It’s not quite farewell…but my role in Tau Beta Sigma is changing. In September of 2003, I had the honor of being 

appointed to serve as the Counselor for the Midwest District. Six and a half years later, it is time for a new person to 

assume this role. (It’s not that I don’t want to do this anymore, but Tau Beta Sigma has term limits on the Counselor role, 

and my term is up. It is bittersweet, but I have other adventures to pursue and it is time for me to give someone else a 

chance!)  

I can’t tell you what it has meant to me to be a part of your lives over the past several years. Originally, I was concerned 

about how the Midwest would take to this gal from the Southwest District, but that has never been an issue. I have 

always been welcomed with open arms by both Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi…and I have loved every minute of 

it. 

I have learned so much from all of you. I only hope that you’ve learned a bit from me! One last thing I’d like to share, is 

the song that my chapter used to sing together. It is based on the hymn, Pass it On; so here, I pass it on to you… 

Tau Chapter Song 

It only takes a smile to show that we are sisters 

A friendship that is rare, we’ll cherish it forever. 

That’s how it is in TBS, that wonderful Sisterhood. 

Tau chapter shares our love and care, 

We want to pass it on. 

 

A special bond we share when we are all together 

A smile and a hug to show we really care. 

That’s how it is in TBS, that wonderful Sisterhood. 

Tau chapter shares our love and care, 

We want to pass it on. 

 

We hope that we can share this happiness that we’ve found 

And in our hearts there rings love’s melody forever. 

We’ll shout it from the mountain tops,  

We want the world to know 

Our Sisterhood is always here 

We want to pass it on.  

 

If you’d like to hear the tune and sing along, here’s an instrumental version that goes fairly well with these adapted 

words: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA8Bl0mpuNw  

Please know that from now on, I will take my place proudly in the back of the room…still serving as an alumnae of Tau 

Beta Sigma. I’m here if you need me, and I’ll love you all, always! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA8Bl0mpuNw
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Love in the Bond, 

Wendy =) 

Wendy McCann 

Midwest District Counselor 2003-2010 

KKPsi Midwest District Honorary 

 

"Just as there can be no music without learning; no education is complete without music." -Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser 
 

  



 

11 

All Colorado Third Degree 

 The three Colorado chapters, Xi, Alpha Theta, and Alpha Iota, get together every year and have a combined 

degree, where all of our prospective member classes become full brothers. This year, the date is March 27th 

and it's University of Northern Colorado's turn to host. With a total of 8 PMs, we are all very excited. We use 

this time to become closer as brothers, and learn about other chapters. We are hoping that this catches on 

between other chapters, and maybe one day AN at Wyoming will join our brother time and become a Rocky 

Mountain Degree as we continue to strive for the highest! 

Laura Yanowich 
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aǳǎƛŎΩǎ CƛǊŜΥ YŀǇǇŀ YŀǇǇŀ tǎƛ 
By Patrick Determan, Kappa Kappa Psi – Iota Omega, Iowa State University 

 

Come hear my tale of ages gone 

A tale that all should know; 

The story as was told to me 

I’ll tell, you’ll know, and go. 

 

Before men looked up at the sky’s 

Before the men could see; 

The time when nothing is or was 

The time when Time can’t be. 

 

There was no light or dark or shape 

Or hate or rhyme or game; 

But one thing was, it was alone 

A voice that knew no shame. 

 

Loud it sang, into the void 

No notes or words or beat; 

Music pure, purely song 

Accomplished quite a feat. 

 

The stars burned forth and shown their light 

The Earth was given form; 

Man crept forth and slowly learned 

From Music man is born. 

 

Men could hear the Music’s song 

And gazed up toward the sky; 

Swept with passion they declared 

For Music men would die. 

 

And Music sang and calmed their hearts 

A lessen men must learn; 

The Music told the men to live 

With Fire, their souls must burn. 

 

The Fire of Life to spread to all 

And pass the lesson on; 

But over time men have forgot 

The Fire is almost gone. 

 

My friends I say we have the Fire 

In us it’s burning bright; 

Spread it, we, our music must 

Music’s lesson right. 

 

We must, each soul, with Music fill 

None can be forgot; 

The Music that created us 

Granted us this lot. 

 

Listen hard inside your heart 

You can hear the Song;  

That Song that tells all men to live 

That Song, it’s name is Love. 

 

So now my friend’s, you know the tale 

Our lives, did Music save; 

Go out and spread the lesson learned 

Our lives, Love, us gave. 
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Participate in the TBS Win-Win Membership Drive! 
 

In our Win-Win Membership Drive, everyone wins!  Your band wins by increasing the number of TBS members 

that serve our ensembles and your chapter wins by becoming eligible for winning a paid registration for your 

2010 District Convention delegate.  

 

How To Qualify: For every 10% increase of your registered membership, your chapter will enter the drawing 

for a PAID registration to your District Convention!  If you initiate 20% of your total membership, your chapter 

will be entered twice, 30% will earn you three entries, etc.  **You must pay dues, file Chapter Personnel 

Report and Initiate Registration Forms to National Headquarters in order to qualify  

for the drawing. **  

 

Formula: Number of initiated members divided by total chapter members.  These numbers **must** match 

reported figures on forms received at Headquarters.  Example: 

4 New Initiates/20 Chapter Members = 20% 

 

Form: Complete the Win-Win Membership Drive form.  It was sent out in the fall mailing, is available on the 

website, or can be obtained by emailing dawn@tbsigma.org. 

 

Deadlines: The form must be received two weeks prior to your district convention.  If your chapter initiates 

after the 2010 convention, you will be entered in the drawing for the 2011 District Convention.  

 

Please send form to: 

Dawn Farmer at dawn@tbsigma.org 

AND 

Mail to NHQ at PO Box 849, Stillwater OK, 74076 

 

All Participating Chapters will be recognized at the 2011 National Convention! 

 

Spring Publication 

Dawn Farmer, NVPCM 
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Kathryn Garrett Kelly, MD  

Tau Beta Sigma  

National Vice President for Special Projects 
 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers of the Midwest District! 

As your National Vice President for Special Projects, I hope to continue to support and promote the Programs of the 
Sorority.  Below are a few updates on the upcoming events and how you can become involved.  As always, I am open to 
suggestions and feedback and looking to make these programs better and stronger.  Feel free to contact me at anytime!! 

1 st Annual Tau  Beta Sigma Walk for Music  

We are rolling out a brand new National Project!  The 1
st
 Annual Tau Beta Sigma Walk for Music to take place on the 65

th
 

anniversary of our founding.  There will be 3 walk sites in Washington, D.C., Los Angelos and Atlanta.  Please stay tuned 
for more news!  If you are interested in helping with this project please contact me for more information.   
 

Database Donations  

We are continuing to accept donations for the TBS Membership Database Entry Project that is underway.  We are 

encouraging each chapter to contribute $30 to the entry of their chapterôs membership roster.  Your donation will help Tau 

Beta Sigma in the realization of our goal of a fully web-based system.  Please make your donations by March 31, 2010! 

Viewing Room N ow Open at National Headquarters  and Archive Work 

Weekend  

Thanks to the hard-work and dedication of the National Historian and the National History and Archives committee, the 

viewing room is now open at National Headquarters!  This room will allow members to enjoy the history of the 

organization and their individual chapters.  Additionally, the National History and Archive Committee will be hosting a work 

weekend in Stillwater, OK from May 29-31, 2010, with a joint project extending to June 4
th
.  Take the opportunity to 

continue to serve TBS and join us for our Archives Work Week!!  Contact archives@tbsigma.org for questions or more 

details. 

TBS/WBDI Mentoring Program  

The Tau Beta Sigma Mission Statement promotes the advancement of women in the band profession.  In an effort to uphold this ideal 

of the Sorority, we have developed a Mentoring Program, pairing music education students or new teachers with practiced, experienced 

music teachers in their area.  In a partnership with Women Band Directors International (WBDI), Tau Beta Sigma will create a solid, 

mutually beneficial relationship between novice music educators and practicing teachers.  In developing these ties, Tau Beta Sigma 

members will gain valuable insight, become more effective teachers, and have a positive support structure early in their career.  After a 

few bumps in the road, the pairing process is in full swing!  If you are still interested in participating, please send in your 

name, address, phone number, email address, and area of interest/teaching area.  

 

mailto:archives@tbsigma.org
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Scouting for Music -  Boy Scouts 100 th  Anniversary  

The TBS Scouting for Music program was developed to encourage local chapters of the Sorority to work with local youth 

and bring music to her life.  This year the Boy Scouts of America celebrate 100 years of service to the youth of our 

country.  Take this opportunity to work with Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts in your community.  For more information, please 

visit www.scouting,org, www.girlscouts.org, or www.tbsigma.org.  Additionally, if you are currently working with a troop, 

please send in pictures and a summary of the wonderful work you are doing.   

 

http://www.scouting,org/
http://www.girlscouts.org/
http://www.tbsigma.org/

