Session II:  Responsibilities of Membership and Service Project Overview

· Membership Categories
· Responsibilities of Membership
· Review “Eight Essential Factors” and “Five Qualities”

Membership Categories

Tau Beta Sigma has seven membership categories: Active, Conditional, Inactive, Associate, Honorary, Alumni, and Life.  The following paragraphs from the National Constitution define these categories. Please understand these categories, educate your Chapter and Membership Candidates, and make sure that your chapter constitution does not conflict with these definitions. None of these categories may be recognized by the chapter until all initiation fees have been paid, and the initiation, as prescribed by ritual, completed.  Current fees and other information regarding membership can be found on www.tbsigma.org.

ACTIVE (6.602). All active members of the Sorority shall be college or university students who are enrolled and actively participating in the band and have paid their current membership dues for the year. In the event a member of the Sorority is unable to enroll and actively participate in band, the person may continue as an active member for the academic term provided chapter members and sponsor so desire. An exception must be approved by the National President.  Active members are eligible to hold office, serve on committees and take part in all business and social affairs of the chapters, Voting privileges will only be given to active and associate members. 
CONDITIONAL (6.604). Conditional status in the sorority may be maintained for up to one (1) academic year by a formerly active member in good standing. Conditional status may be requested by an Active member, in writing, from the chapter when conflicts arise because of work or class schedules and thus prevent the student from fulfilling the requirements of active membership.  The request shall be approved by the Sponsor and Director of Bands.  Chapters may add requirements to Conditional membership upon three-fourths (3/4) vote of the chapter to add and addendums to the chapter constitution and upon the approval of the Sponsor and Director of Bands.  Chapters who elect to add additional requirements must notify their District Counselor within thirty (30) days.  Conditional status may not be imposed upon Actives to meet obligations. 
INACTIVE (6.605). Former active member who are enrolled in school, but do not pay Member Dues and do not elect to become Alumni as per 6.608 will be classified as inactive members.  Inactive members are not considered in good standing and therefore, have no active privileges.
ASSOCIATE (6.606). Associate Membership is granted to members of Kappa Kappa Psi who transfer to a college or university which does not have an active Kappa Kappa Psi chapter and meet the requirements as defined in the present transfer policy.  Before becoming eligible for Associate Membership, the potential Associate member must be educated in the Ritual and traditions of Tau Beta Sigma.  Associate members may vote and hold office.  Any exceptions must be approved by the National Convention. 
HONORARY (6.607). in recognition of outstanding ability, accomplishment, or devotion to the best interest of the Sorority, a person can be given Honorary Membership by a chapter.  This shall be the highest honor which can be conferred by a chapter.  Undergraduates are ineligible for this recognition.
ALUMNI (6.608). Active, Associate, or Conditional members become Alumni members of the sorority when they complete their education or terminate their affiliation with their college or university.  Active, Associate, and Conditional members may elect to become Alumni members upon completion of undergraduate education.  If a member’s collegiate education continues past four years, and she/he is unable to meet Active, Associate, or Conditional requirements, she/he may elect to have Alumni status, with chapter and sponsor approval. 
LIFE (6.616). Alumni or senior members, upon payment of Life Membership fees together with an application to the national Headquarters shall be entitled to Life Membership privileges in the Sorority providing their addresses are available at National Headquarters.  If application for Life Member is requested within two (2) years of graduation it must have chapter approval, Purchase of a Life Membership from a senior does not exempt a person from payment of annual membership dues during the senior year as the Life Membership will take effect upon graduation.  An application can be found on the Tau Beta Sigma website. 

Disciplinary Action
Members who fail to fulfill their obligations may be subject to disciplinary action, as defined in the following paragraphs from the National Constitution. 

PROBATION (6.618). A member who become delinquent in any obligation(s) to the chapter or who displays conduct in violation of National, District, or Chapter policies may be placed on probation. The Chapter Executive Board shall consult with the Chapter Sponsor before placing a member on probation. A member may be placed on probation by a majority vote of the chapter’s Executive Board. A member of the Executive Board shall inform the member of the probationary status and prescribe the terms and conditions (as prescribed by the Executive Board) necessary to remove the probationary status.  The Chapter Sponsor and District Counselor shall be notified within 10 days of any disciplinary action.  A member on probation shall not have a vote.  Other restrictions on active member privileges may be set by the chapter as terms of probation. 
SUSPENSION (6.619). A member on probation who does not successfully make restitution or any member who violates any policies or procedures of the National, District, or local Chapter may be placed on suspension. Prior to a vote to suspend a member, the Chapter Sponsor, District Counselor, and said member shall be informed in writing of the reasons for the disciplinary action. A vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the chapter’s total eligible voting membership shall be required to place or lift suspension.  A suspended member shall have no active membership privileges. Once a member has been suspended, the member shall be notified in writing of the obligations to be fulfilled and a specified time period to fulfill them.  The District Counselor and National Headquarters must be notifies within ten days of the placement and lifting of suspension. 
EXPULSION (6.620). A suspended member who does not successfully meet the obligations specified pursuant to section 6.619, or any member who repeatedly violates National, District, or local Chapter policies or procedures, may be expelled. In order to expel a member a vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the total eligible voting membership is required. Prior to a vote on expulsion, the member has a right to a hearing before the active chapter membership and Chapter Sponsor.  At least one (1) week prior to the expulsion hearing, the member, Chapter Sponsor, District Counselor, and National Headquarters shall be notifies of the reason for the disciplinary action. The vote of expulsion shall be by secret ballot and the member will be informed of the vote totals. Having been expelled, the member shall return to the chapter all regalia and property of the Sorority being held, and the expulsion shall be noted on the Master Chapter Sponsor at National Headquarters. 
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