
ISU History in Brief

Founding and Early years, 1853-1868

	On March 22, 1858, Governor Lowe signed into law the bill establishing the Iowa Agricultural College and Model Farm. A site in Story County was chosen to house the new model farm on June 21, 1859.  The Trustees paid $5379 for 648 acres of land in Story County.  
The Farm House, the first building on the campus, was completed in 1861 and on September 11, 1862, Iowa became the first state to accept the provisions of the Morrill Act.  In 1864, the Morrill Grant monies were designated to the Iowa Agricultural College and Model Farm and established a land grant institution focused on the ideals that higher education should be accessible to all and that the university should teach liberal and practical subjects.
	The first class entered Ames in 1869 and consisted of 24 men and 2 women.  This makes ISU the first Land-Grant institution to be co-educational from its inception. Iowa State was and is a leader in agriculture, engineering, extension, home economics and created the nation’s first state veterinary medicine school in 1879. In 1898, the name was changed to Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts.  
	In the beginning, eleven classes were taught in two curricula – Agriculture and Mechanic Arts (the latter is now referred to as Engineering).  In addition to his other duties, President Welch taught several classes, including Landscape Gardening.  One of the myths about Iowa State refers to the process Welch used to landscape the campus.  The story goes that he wandered about the campus carrying a sack of potatoes.  As he walked he threw a potato over his shoulder.  Where it landed, a student who was following him would plant a tree.
	Welch’s wife, Mary was one of the first women on the faculty, teaching Elocution and English.  She established what is thought to be the first Domestic Science (now Family and Consumer Science) program in the United States.  
	On July 4, 1959, the college was officially renamed Iowa State University of Science and Technology. The focus on technology has led directly to many research patents and inventions including the first binary computer (ABC), Maytag blue cheese, the round hay baler, and many more. 
	The University is divided into eight different colleges which are: Agriculture and Life Sciences, Business, Design, Engineering, Graduate, Human Sciences, Liberal Arts and Sciences, Veterinary Medicine. Each spring, the nation’s largest student run event occurs on campus to celebrate the different colleges and is known as VEISHEA which stands for Veterinary, Engineering, Industrial Science, Home Economics and Agriculture. 

Early ISU Student Life, 1869-1890’s 

	Student life at Iowa State today has come a long way from the Iowa Agricultural College student experience of 1869.  During that first year at IAC, room rent and tuition were free to all in-state students.  



	A typical day for a student in 1869 can be seen through an excerpt from President Welch’s Annual Report to the Board of Trustees for 1869:

		“The students rose promptly at a signal from the bell at half past five, and put their rooms in order.  They then engaged in study until a quarter to seven, the hour for breakfast.  At a quarter before eight the officers and pupils assembled in the chapel and the daily session of recitations and lectures was opened with devotional exercises.  The session occupied five hours and closed at quarter to one.  It was divided into proportions of fifty minutes each for recitations, with short intervals between them for the movement of classes.  The exercises of the session were so arranged that every student in either department spent three hours receiving instruction and two hour of uninterrupted study in this room.  At a quarter to one, the Captains of the Working Squads, thirteen in number, met in the President’s Office and received special orders as to work laid out for the afternoon.  That no mistakes be made respecting these orders, they were reduced to writing and read by the officer at the dinner table.  The dinner bell struck at one o’clock.  At a quarter to two the work bell called all students to their allotted labors.  The young women repaired in regular order to the laundry, the bakery, or the dining room to do work assigned by the matron, while the young men gathered in squads and went to their work cheerfully and promptly, whether it was on the drain, on the ornamental ground, in the field, the garden or the orchard.
	Generally at a quarter to five, but sometimes a half hour earlier, the amusements began.  These consisted of vigorous games of baseball by various clubs, of milder games of croquet by boys and girls together, and of other plays that are morally and physically healthful.  Tea terminated these sports usually at a quarter past six.  At seven, each pupil obeyed the signal bell for study hours, by retiring to his or her room, studying quietly until ten (if needful), when the retiring bell sounded, the books were closed, the lights extinguished and the days work was done.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]	State law required two to three hours per day, five days a week of manual labor of each student—male or female.  The students were paid $0.03-0.10 per hour.  Much of the early campus was constructed and landscaped by student labor.  The labor law was abolished in 1884 amid cries of favoritism and abuses of the system.
	During the early years, the students were expected to obey the twenty-eight rules of the college.  To note a few, “No student may take books from the library; Loud talking, whistling, scuffling, gathering in the halls or staircases, and boisterous and noisy conduct is at all times forbidden; Five minutes from the ringing of the bells for meals will be allowed for assembling in the dining room after which the doors will be closed.”  A student who arrived late did not eat.  Students were also required to wear slippers in the dining room and were fined $0.10 if they did not eat everything on their plate.

The Stantons and the Construction of the Campanile, 1897

	As a private memorial to Margaret, Edgar Stanton wanted to place four chimes in the tower of Margaret Hall until it was pointed out to him that the weight of the bells would topple it.  Instead he decided to donate ten bells purchased from John Taylor and Co. of England to the College.  These bells were the first scientifically tuned chimes in the world.  The Legislature provided the money for the construction of a bell tower and the Seth Thomas clock, which is still in the Campanile.  Stanton’s engraved bells were installed by student labor in October 1897.  With funds from the Edgar Stanton Estate, twenty-six bells were added in 1929.  This addition converted the ten bells to a 36 bell carillon.  An additional 13 bells and a new keyboard were added in 1956 and the fiftieth bell was installed in 1967.

The Hub

	Today the hub is the place to run to if you need a quick snack, but from 1801-1907, the hub was the place to run if you were trying to catch the 4-wheel steam engine that ran between the school and downtown Ames.  There was an electric trolley that replaced the steam engine from 1907 to 1929.  It was remodeled into the building we have today in 1987. 


A Brief View of Athletic Beginnings at ISU

	Athletics were also an important part of the college during the early years.  The original “Cyclone” football team first played during 1895.  This team earned the nickname “Cyclones”	when the soundly defeated Northwestern University 36-0.  The Chicago Tribune the next day headlined the story about the game with “STRUCK BY A CYCLONE – It Comes From Iowa and Devastates Evanston Town.”  Since then, the name Cyclones has been associated with Iowa State.  The uniforms which the team wore are quite different than the ones players wear today.  The IAC on the vest stood for Iowa Agricultural College – the name of the College did not change until the next year.  
	Cy was born in 1954 and made his first appearance at Homecoming.  Mrs. Ed Ohlsen, the wife of the faculty member, won the “Name the Bird” contest by being the first of many contestants to suggest the name Cy.  The original school colors were gold, black, and silver: Gold representing agriculture’s golden harvest, Silver representing engineering, and Black representing the veterinary department.  (The joke at the time was that the veterinarians “killed but never cured.”)  Cardinal and gold were adopted in 1899 by the Athletic Counsel as “it was impossible to use (the former) colors in the dyeing of a sweater.”

The Bands at ISU

	Music courses were first offered at Iowa State Agricultural College in 1869. The Department of Music was formally established in 1870.  One of the earliest references to the Iowa State University marching band appears in 1881, it states that "the marching band is attempting to re-organize."  In 1891 the marching band first got uniforms.  Recent marching bands have attended numerous post season bowl games, and have performed at most Iowa State University home football games.

ISUCF”V”MB

	Once upon a time, the marching band would make a few dollars by cleaning up the stadium after games.  One afternoon, a few band members were changing out of their uniforms into work clothes in the football locker in the Olson building.  In walks head football coach Earle Bruce.  He looked around the locker room and saw all of the non-football players and said “Hey!  You can’t change in here!  This is the Varsity locker room!”  At this time, band member Tim Jensen looks at Earle and says, “Yes we can!  We’re the Varsity Marching Band!”  That was good enough for Earle.  And it stuck.


