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Article I: Organization and Structure

Section 1: General

1.01 This document establishes and prescribes the authorized regulations pertaining to the function and operations of the Midwest District of Tau Beta Sigma.

Section 2: Name

2.01 The name of this organization shall be Midwest District: Tau Beta Sigma, National Honorary Band Sorority for College and University Band Members (hereafter referred to as “Midwest District”).

2.02 The Midwest District shall consist of all active chapters and nationally recognized alumni associations in Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming.

Section 3: District Headquarters

3.01 The District Headquarters shall be located in the city or town in which the District Counselor resides.

Section 4: Rules of Order 

4.01 Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 10th edition shall govern the deliberations of all component parts of the Midwest District assembled in meeting.

Section 5: Constitution

5.01 This Midwest District: Tau Beta Sigma constitution is the revised form of the constitution, officially adopted on 16 April 2000 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  After adoption, this constitution became operative and effective immediately, superseding all previous district constitutions.

5.02 The effect of the constitution may be altered to conform to college or university‑wide regulations according to the terms in the National Constitution. 
Section 6: Constitution Construction and Amendments

6.01 All provisions of the constitution shall be consistent with the National Constitution and with rules and regulations of schools having jurisdiction over any component part of the District, where applicable.

6.02 Proposed amendments to this constitution shall be presented in writing at regularly called Midwest District Conventions (hereafter referred to as District Convention) to the Jurisdiction committee. This committee will review proposals and make recommendations to the convention. If two‑thirds of the votes cast by convention delegates are favorable, the proposed amendment shall be declared adopted and effective immediately.

6.03 If the favorable vote on a proposed amendment is less than two‑thirds yet is a majority, the proposed amendment shall be tabled until the next regularly called convention. Between conventions it shall be published in the conventions minutes under the caption "Proposed
Amendments to the Constitution." If at the next regularly called convention it receives a two‑thirds favorable vote, it shall be declared adopted and effective immediately. If two‑thirds favorable vote is not obtained, the amendment shall be declared defeated.

Section 7: Mail Ratification

7.01 When any action by the Executive Committee other than at the District Convention shall require ratification by the terms of this Constitution, the questions to be voted upon shall be mailed to all active chapters by the District Secretary/Treasurer at District expense. The votes shall be returned to the District Secretary/Treasurer who shall set a reasonable deadline for the return of the votes. Any chapter failing to mail in its vote by the deadline shall be counted as an abstention.  
7.02 The District Council shall be responsible for contacting each chapter electronically to confirm that the packet of questions was received to ensure that every chapter has the opportunity to vote.  

Section 8: Website 

8.01 The District shall maintain an internet web site located on the National Headquarters server.

Article II: The District

Section 1: Officers

1.01 The Midwest District shall be under the jurisdiction of a District Counselor (hereafter referred to as Counselor). In addition, the District shall be presided over by an Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee shall consist of the District President, the District Vice President for Membership, the District Vice President for Special Projects, and the District Secretary/Treasurer (hereafter referred to as President, Vice President for Membership, Vice President for Special Projects and Secretary/Treasurer respectively).

1.02 The National Council shall appoint the Counselor. The Counselor appointments will be announced at the Midwest District Convention. The chapters assembled at District Convention each year shall select the President, Vice President for Membership, Vice President for Special Projects, and Secretary/Treasurer. They shall serve from one District Convention to the next.

1.03 The Counselor shall be the District Administrative officer and act in advisory capacity to the National Council, the Midwest District and each Midwest District chapter. The Counselor shall be a non‑voting member of all committees the President or Counselor appoints. The Counselor shall be the official district representative whenever such representation shall be required and shall, when requested by the National Council, act as the official Sorority inspection officer for all Midwest District chapters.

1.04 If a vacancy occurs in the position of Counselor, the National President, with the approval of the National Council, will appoint a replacement.

1.05 Each District Officer (hereafter referred to as “Officer”) shall satisfy the following requirements:

A. Each Officer shall be at least a second year student and an active member of the sorority for at least one full semester or two full quarters at the time of election. 

B. Each Officer elected during their final year of college may serve out their current term of office, provided that they are a Life Member.

C. Each Officer shall have exceptional business or professional ability and shall be capable of representing the Sorority and District when called to do so. 

D. Each Officer shall have the best interest of the Sorority at heart. 

E. Each Officer shall be willing and able to devote the necessary time to the execution for the duties imposed by the office.

F. Each Officer shall be actively participating in or serving bands during their term of office.

G. Each Officer shall remain active participants in a chapter in the Midwest District during their term.

1.06 All Officers are responsible for filing a report with the Vice President for Membership concerning the health and well being of a chapter or colony following each chapter or colony visitation.

1.07 The duties of the President shall be as follows:



A. The President shall preside at all Midwest District meetings. 


B. The President shall be a nonvoting member of all committees that she/he shall appoint.



C. The President shall render all possible assistance to the Counselor. 



D. In the absence of the Counselor, the President may be designated as the Official Midwest District representative whenever such representation is required. 



E.  In the event of a tie in voting, the President may choose to cast a vote. 



F.  The President shall be the official District delegate at National Convention. 

1.08 The duties of the Vice President for Membership shall be as follows:

A. The Vice President for Membership shall preside at all District functions in the absence of the President. 

B. The Vice President for Membership shall assist the President and Counselor in any way possible. 


C. As the designated expansion officer for the district, she/he shall be responsible for colonization and reactivation. 

D. The Vice President for Membership shall plan and implement within each individual chapter all District projects dealing with membership education. 

E. The Vice President for Membership shall be responsible for internal membership retention for active members. 

F. The Vice President for Membership shall maintain a file for each chapter and colony of the District.  All visitation reports, personal notes, and correspondence shall be filed to better acquaint this officer with each chapter in hopes of more effective methods of membership retention.

G. The Vice President for Membership shall be the first alternate delegate to the National Convention.

1.09 The duties of the Vice President for Special Projects shall be as follows:

A.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall be the designated programs officer of the District. 

B.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall implement the plans of the District Officers.

C.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall provide credentials for the District Awards to the chapters.

D.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall plan a work weekend at National Headquarters. 


E.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall gather ideas for service projects. 


F.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall work in the District Commissioning Project. 
G.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall be a liaison between the Midwest District and all recognized alumni associations. 
H.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall correspond with the Publications Host in regards to the Midwest Notes and the District Website.

I.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall update the District history and scrapbook. 

J.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall be the designated officer to place items in archives at National Headquarters. 

K.  The Vice President for Special Projects shall keep an official listing of Midwest District Honoraries. 

L.  The retiring Vice President for Special Projects shall be responsible for gathering pictures at the District Convention and giving them to the new Vice President for Special Projects and the convention host chapter.

1.10  The duties of the Secretary/Treasurer shall be as follows



A.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall publish the District Convention minutes within thirty (30) days of the conclusion of convention including the balance of money from National Headquarters.



B.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall publish the District Officer Meeting minutes within two (2) weeks after the meeting, including the balance of the District money from National Headquarters. 



C.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall be responsible for the payment of all district expenses.



D.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall submit a "Budget Versus Actual Receipts and Expenditures" report to the Ways and Means committee at District Convention. 



E.  The  Secretary/Treasurer shall collect a list of all convention participants, Chapters, Chapter Presidents, District Officers, National Officers, Director of Bands, Chapter Sponsors, and special announcements (i.e. chapter anniversaries, weddings, births, etc.). 



F.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall be the second alternate delegate to National Conventions. 



G.  The Secretary/Treasurer must give a sixty (60) day written to all National Officers, District Officers, and District Chapters regarding the dates of all District Conventions.
1.11 All Officers are responsible for filing a report with the Vice President for Membership concerning the health and well being of a chapter or colony following each chapter or colony visitation.

1.12 The Officers shall serve without compensation. Expenses incurred by the Officers, when authorized by the Counselor and Secretary/Treasurer, shall be paid from the National Headquarters for money disbursed in the name of the Midwest District of Tau Beta Sigma.

1.13 No Officer may serve as an official or alternate delegate at any District Convention.

1.14 The Officers may appoint a non-inactive, non-alumni member to serve as Parliamentarian for the District. The Parliamentarian shall serve until they are no longer qualified, resign, removed, or a new Parliamentarian is appointed. The Parliamentarian may not serve as a delegate for any chapter. The Parliamentarian is not considered an officer of the Midwest District.

1.15 The Counselor or President shall have power to call a meeting of the committees that may transact business by meeting, mail, telephone, computer networking, or other means of communication. A majority vote shall be necessary for any motion to pass. Each District Officer shall have one vote at all meetings of the District Council, except the District President. The District President shall vote only in case of a tie or if the vote is by ballot.

1.16 Should the office of President be vacated, the Vice President for Membership shall assume that office for the remainder of the term.

1.17 Should the office of Vice President for Membership, Vice President for Special Projects, or Secretary/Treasurer be vacated, a replacement will be appointed by the Officers and the Counselor within thirty (30) days of notice.

1.18 An Officer who fails to uphold the duties of her or his office may be removed by a unanimous vote of the Executive Committee members and approval by the District Counselor. All chapters will be notified within 24 hours of the action and will have 28 days to submit objections to the counselor. By the end of the submission period, if any objections are received, a second unanimous vote by the Executive Committee and approval by the District Counselor will be required to remove the officer. If the second vote fails to pass, the officer shall be reinstated. If no objections are received, the officer shall remain removed. After each vote, National Headquarters and National President shall be notified within ten (10) days.
1.19 Any Officers leaving the District permanently during their term of office shall automatically resign and the Executive Committee shall follow constitutional procedure to fill the vacancy.
Section 2: Committees

2.01 The appointed District committees shall be as follows: Nominations, Ways and Means, Jurisdiction, Membership Education, Programs, Sisterhood and Spirit, and others deemed necessary by the President and Counselor.

2.02 Members of special committees shall serve, if necessary, beyond the adjournment of each District Convention or until relieved of the appointments by President or Counselor.

2.03 All standing committees shall be appointed by the President or Counselor and consist of at least one (1) advisor, a chair, and a minimum of three (3) members

2.04 The Nominations committee shall investigate candidate's eligibility for the offices of President, Vice President for Membership, Vice President for Special Projects, and Secretary/Treasurer. Members of the committee shall have the right to approach any member, including non-​candidates, to best fill the slate. After the Nominations committee has presented the official slate, additional nominations may be made from the floor of the Convention by official delegates. A majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for election.

2.05 The Ways and Means committee shall examine, recommend, and submit all District financial propositions. It shall prepare an operations budget for the following year and present it to the convention for approval.

2.06 The Jurisdiction committee shall examine, recommend, and submit to the convention all propositions, revisions, and alterations for the amendments for the constitution.

2.07 The Membership Education committee shall examine, recommend, and submit to the convention all propositions related to the expansion of the sorority. This committee shall also review membership education and educational materials within the District and at National levels.

2.08 The Programs committee shall determine guidelines for the various District awards and scholarships to be presented at the District Convention. This committee may consist of not more than one (1) representative from each chapter. The Counselor and National Officers present at District Convention and/or panel appointed by the Programs committee shall decide the recipients of Outstanding Chapter Scrapbook and Best Display Award. The Programs committee shall determine the recipients of all other awards and scholarships. Additionally, the Programs committee shall deal with the Programs of the Sorority, including, but not limited to commissioning, mascots, scrapbooks, and videotapes.

2.09 The Sisterhood and Spirit committee shall participate in all Midwest District Convention activities and encourage involvement and pride in the sorority. The committee shall encourage chapters to create chapter songs and cheers to be performed at sorority events. The committee shall also teach the National Cheer and songs to the Midwest District Convention delegation. The committee should work to strengthen the Sisterhood throughout the chapters of the district and encourage acts of kindness. The Sisterhood and Special Projects committee shall award the Most Spirited Chapter Award and will assign sister chapters each year at the Midwest District Convention.

2.10 All committees shall examine, recommend, and submit at the convention and to the President and Counselor all propositions related to all work assigned to them. 

Section 3: Delegates

3.01 Each active chapter of the District shall be represented by one (1) official delegate at the regularly called District Convention. Each active chapter may also appoint up to three (3) alternative delegates.
3.02 Each official and alternate delegate must have a current membership card or be properly vouched for by an active member of their chapter. 

3.03 All official and alternate delegates shall have an official statement signed by their chapter president and sponsor stating that their chapters have duly elected them.

3.04 Each official delegate to the District Convention shall serve for the duration of the convention.  The official delegate shall have one vote at regularly called District Convention.

3.05 In the absence of an official delegate to a District Convention, a chapter may designate another chapter in attendance at the convention to provide an alternate delegate to serve as its official delegate. The written designation must be submitted and approved by the Chair prior to the opening session of the convention. The original chapter and the chapter designated must be active and in good standing with the National Headquarters. All seats of chapters in good standing with the National Headquarters that are vacant after seating of delegates shall be filled alphabetically with alternate delegates from the chapters present. This shall be done according to the alphabetical listing of chapters beginning with the chapter after the last chapter seated at the prior convention.
3.06 In a case where the official delegate of the active chapter appears after the seating of the alternate delegate for the active chapter, the official delegate shall be seated immediately following the next recess, under approval of the president.  The seating of the official delegate shall be noted by the Secretary/Treasurer in the minutes.

Section 4: Finances

4.01 The fiscal year for the Midwest District shall be from 1 May to 30 April.

4.02 District revenue shall be derived from a per capita allotment provided by the National Chapter.

4.03 All funds shall be kept in a checking account through the National Headquarters. This account shall receive all District income. A voucher for the authorization of expenses shall be sent to the National Headquarters with the Secretary/Treasurer and Counselor's signatures.

4.04 In the event that the Secretary/Treasurer is relieved of the duties of the office, the  President shall be authorized to draw upon the District account.

Section 5: Convention

5.01 A regularly called District Convention shall be held every year at a location determined by a simple majority of the delegates at a joint meeting of Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi.

5.02 Special conventions of the District may be called upon by a favorable vote of three‑fourths of the chapter in the District or upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee.

5.03 No fees will be charged to active members attending District Conventions, except as provided by the convention site bidding guidelines. 

5.04 The order of business at all District Conventions shall be as follows: 

A. Opening Ceremonies 

B. Seating of Delegates 

C. Appointment of committees 

D. Reports from District Officers 

E. Reports form District Chapters 

F. Unfinished business 

G. New business  

H. Reports of committees

I. Elections of officers

J. Installation of officers 

K. Closing ceremonies 

The order of business may be changed by the President or Counselor.

Section 6: Awards

6.01 The Separate District awards shall include the American Beauty Red Rose Award,  the Outstanding New Sister Award, the Outstanding Service to Music Education Award, the Outstanding Student Achievement Award, the Outstanding Chapter Service Award/Chapter Achievement Award, and the Wendy McCann Award for Academic Excellence.
6.02 The American Beauty Red Rose Award shall be given to one member attending District Convention for the first time and one Graduating Senior.

6.03 The Outstanding New Sister Award shall be given to an exceptional first year member.

6.04 The Outstanding Service to Music Education Award shall be given to a chapter which displays an exceptional service toward Music Education.  

6.05 The Outstanding Student Achievement Award shall be given to a member who displays exceptional achievement within the Sorority, Education, and the community.

6.06 The Outstanding Chapter Service Award/Chapter Achievement Award shall be given to a chapter which displays an exceptional commitment to service.
6.07 The Wendy McCann Award for Academic Excellence shall be awarded to students who excel academically and show selfless service.
Section 7: Alumni Organizations

7.01 All nationally recognized Alumni Organizations shall not in any way interfere with the local active chapters.

7.02 Each Recognized Alumni Organization may be represented at each District Convention by a representative having the privilege of the floor but not having a vote.

7.03 A person may not hold active membership in a chapter and in a Recognized Alumni Organization simultaneously.

Section 8: Joint Chapters

8.01 All operations of the joint chapters of Tau Beta Sigma and Kappa Kappa Psi shall be governed by the Joint Bylaws.

Ratified: 16 April 2000

Amended: 3 April 2005

Amended: 4 March 2006

Amended: 22 April 2007

Amended: 20 April 2008

Amended: 5 April 2009
Amended: 18 April 2010
Amended: 27 March 2011
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